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Tres  Mujeres  de  las  Americas  Concha  Saucedo,  Maria  Del  Carmen  Tococh  and  Juanita  Quintero  at  the  Maya  New  Year  Ceremony.  See  page  18  Photo  by  Jorge  Zepeda 


MISSION  CRIME  RATE  TAKES 
A DRAMATIC  PLUNGE 


by  Brian  Doohan 

IVIission  crime  is  down,  way  down. 
Crime  statistics  for  1994  released  by  the 
San  Francisco  Police  Department  argue 
that  the  neighborhood,  like  the  City  as  a 
whole,  experienced  a major  drop  in 
criminal  activity,  continuing  a trend 
beginning  in  1993. 

Of  particular  encouragement  is  the 
beginning  of  a movement  away  from  the 
youth  gang  violence  that  has  heightened 
the  perception  of  the  Mission  as  a crime.- 
prone  slum. 

1994  SFPD  crime  statistics  (known  in 
police  jargon  as  CABLE  reports)  show  a 
substantial  drop  in  incident  reports  for 
most  crime  in  most  neighborhoods,  con- 
tinuing a downward  trend  from  the  peak 
year  of  1992. 

A total  of  18,770  criminal  incidents 
was  reported  to  Mission  Station  last  year 
(the  newly  redrawn  boundaries  include 
sections  of  Noe  Valley  and  the  Castro)  as 
opposed  to  20,515  in  1993  and  23,970  in 
1992.  With  the  exception  of  rapes,  which 
increased  from  30  to  32,  every  crime 
category  showed  a decline. 

In  some  categories  the  fall-off  was 
dramatic.  Robberies,  considered  a 
"bellwether"  indication  of  neighborhood 
safety,  dropped  from  1,336  in  1992;  to 
1,005  in  1993;  to  754.  Burglaries  declined 
from  1,555  (1992)  to  1,301  to  830;  and  auto 
thefts  fell  to  1,425  from  1,699  (1917  in  ’92). 

Certainly  the  largest  fall-off  in  sheer 
numbers  of  incidents  reported  occurred 
in  the  four  blocks  adjoining  16th  and  Mis- 
sion Streets,  the  infamous  "Devil’s  Quad- 
rangle," where  2,083  crimes  were  reported 
last  year  as  opposed  to  2,445  in  1993  and 
2,509  the  year  before.  Over  a two-year 
period,  robberies  in  the  Quadrangle 
dropped  by  half ...  from  191  in  *92  to  127 
in  ’93  to  85.  Burglaries  (slightly  up  from 
56  (’92)  to  63  (’93)  plummeted  to  27;  and 
there  were  41  car  thefts  as  opposed  to  54 
in  1993  and  67  the  year  before. 


Whereas  the  Devil’s  Quadrangle  had 
consistently  placed  third  or  fourth  in 
crime  among  over  600  San  Francisco 
police  precincts,  it  fell  to  fifth  in  1993  and 
ninth  last  year.  And  Precinct  462,  the 
troubled  Bernal  Dwellings,  lost  its  posi- 
tion to  the  intersection  of  Hayes  and 
Fillmore  as  the  City’s  car-theft  capital. 

(As  always,  the  highest  San  Francisco 
crime  area  remains  the  mid-Market  area, 
where  affluent  shoppers  collide  with 
Tenderloin  and  Sixth  Street  desperados. 
But  even  this  region  was  safer  in  ’94  than 
’93.) 

However,  the  16th  and  Mission 
cleanup  may  have  occurred  at  the  expense 
of  neighboring  precincts.  Precinct  404, 
directly  north  between  15th  and  the 
freeway,  saw  its  crime  rate  jump  from  440 
incidents  to  560;  and  precinct  415  (15th  to 
17th  between  South  Van  Ness  and  Har- 
rison) increased  from  254  to  315. 

"The  criminal  element  has  to  go  some- 
where; so  if  16th  and  Mission  is  less 
friendly,  they’ll  go  to  15th  and  South  Van 
Ness,"  said  Ethel  Newlin,  Chairman  of  the 
Public  Safety  Committee  of  the  Mayor’s 
Mission  Task  Force. 

Some  of  the  steepest  crime  declines 
occurred  in  and  around  Dolores  Park, 
where  community  activism  has  en- 
couraged a more  visible  police  presence 
despite  years  of  understaffing.  Both  the 
park  itself  and  the  streets  to  the  northwest 
saw  declines  of  over  20  percent. 

"Things  certainly  have  improved 
around  the  park  compared  to  three  or 
four  years  ago,"  said  Eileen  Gold,  a resi- 
dent of  the  area.  "People  are  using  it  now. 
That  didn’t  used  to  be  the  case."  She 
noted  that  while  there  is  still  evidence  of 
drug  dealing  at  the  northern  corner  of  the 
park  (borne  out  by  a slight  crime  increase 
around  the  20th  and  Church  area),  the 
renovation  of  tennis  courts  and  prospec- 
tive installation  of  a soccer  field  has 
enabled  the  people  to  take  back  at  least 
CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  FOUR 


MISSION  DISTRICT 
YOUTH  SUMMIT  ’95 

RISING  TO  EMPOWER 
OUR  GENERATION 

AN  ANTI- VIOLENCE  SUMMIT  FOR  AND  BY  YOUTH 
PROVIDING  THE  OPPORTUNITY  TO  DISCUSS 
AND  REDUCE  THE  ROOT  CAUSES  OF  VIOLENCE 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  18TH 
HORACE  MANN  SCHOOL 

(23RD  AND  BARTLETT) 

11  AM  TO  5 PM 

BBQ  AND  ENTERTAINMENT  AT  4:30 
PEACE  MARCH  TO  24TH  AND  MISSION  AT  5:30 
FOR  INFORMATION  CALL  824-2330 


MISSION  LIBRARY  WILL  BE 
OPEN  SEVEN  DAYS  A WEEK 


In  an  era  of  ever-decreasing  govern- 
ment services,  it  is  indeed  good  news  that 
the  Mission  and  other  branch  libraries 
will,  beginning  this  Spring,  be  open  for 
extended  hours  and  on  weekends.  The 
new  Mission  Branch  schedule  will  be 
Monday  1-9,  Tuesday  10-9,  Wednesday 
10-9,  Thursday  10-6,  Friday  1-6,  Saturday 
10-6  and  Sunday  1-5. 

This  was  all  made  possible  by  the  pas- 
sage of  Proposition  E which  was  approved 
by  70  percent  of  the  voters  in  November 
of  1994.  Proposition  E required  the  City 
to  set  aside  a certain  portion  of  its  budget 
for  funding  public  libraries.  Unlike  the 


state  proposition  to  roll  back  insurance 
rates  and  other  voter-approved  initia- 
tives that  have  been  tied  up  in  court, 
Proposition  E has  gone  into  effect  swiftly. 
This  is  due  in  part  to  the  efforts  of  the 
Friends  of  the  San  Francisco  Public 
Library,  who  lead  the  campaign  for  Prop. 
E’s  passage  and  kept  a sharp  eye  on  its 
implementation.  "We  were  very  proud 
that  so  many  people  voted  for  it,  so  we  just 
made  sure  that  it  happened",  said  Friends’ 
spokesperson  Pat  Schultz.  Nine  branch 
libraries  will  now  be  open  Sundays. 

For  more  information  call  the  Mission 
Branch  Library  at  695-5090. 
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Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program 


Bank  of  Canton  of  California  is  now  offering  a special  program  that  may 
meet  your  special  financial  needs.  Our  Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan 
Program  can  help  you  gel  a loan  faster  than  you  think! 

Our  program  is  designed  to  offer  loans  which  are  more  affordable  especially 
for  families  with  limited  annual  household  income  and  for  small  businesses 
with  limited  capital. 


liHjhfstoncs  Workwcar 

1696  Valencia  (at  Mission) 

(415)  282-1243 

SE  HABLA  ESPANOL 


FEATURES  / BENEFITS 


Purpose  of  Loan  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal  (family  emergency  needs). 

Small  Business  and  Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 
(e  g Truck)  with  commercial  registration. 

Qualifications  ('lean  Credit  I listory.  Annual  I Iousehold  Income  of 

S 17,000  or  less  for  Education,  Job  Training.  Personal;  or 
Initial  Capital  of  S30.000.  or  less  for  Small  Business  and 
Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 

Loan  Amount  Up  to  S 1 5.000  per  household  or  per  business  entity 

Repayment  Up  to  84  months 


Interest  Rate  5.25  Annual  Pecentage  Rate,  Fixed* 

•For  example,  on  a loan  of  $5000,  with  an  84-month 
term,  monthly  payment  is  $71.25 

Please  contact  Flank  of  Canton  of  California  Loan  Representatives 
to  find  out  more  about  this  special  loan  program. 


San  Francisco/  Bay  Area: 


415/391-8912  • 415/421-5215 
415/989-4088  • 415/681-5333 


ftftNK  OF  CANTON 
OF  CALIFORNIA 


A Tradition  of  Honest  Banking 


Established  1937  Member  FDIC 

We  reserve  the  right  to  change  our  lending  program,  practices 
and  requirements  at  any  time  without  notice. 

(OUM  ' 

LENDER 


Mon-Fri  9:30  - 6:30 
Sat  10:00-6:00 

COMPARE  $ PRICES 

Dickies  (6  Colors)  $ 18.99 

Beanies , Large  Selection  $ 6.99 
Sweats  to  Size  5X  $23.00 

Flannels 

5 Types  $21.99  to  $35.00  Reg. 

Sizes  (to  2X) 

4 Types  $35.00  to  $45.00  Sizes 

3X  to  5X,  Big, , Tall 

fackets: 

Ben  Davis  $55.00 

Dickies,  5 Models  $44.00  up 
Carhardtt  Compare  Pricesll 

Walls  New  Line  — Compare 

Quality  A Price 

Vests 

Walls  $30.00;  Fleece  or  quilted 

lining , some  in  black 

Largest  Selection  of  Work  Wear  In  the  Bay 
Area  for  over  50  years. 


Compliments  of: 

Mth.  STREET 


MERCHANTS 

ASSOCIATION 

MERCHANTS  DIRECTORY 

P.O.  Box  40613  • San  Francisco,  CA  94140 


APPLIANCES  / HARDWARE 


97*  STORE 

2965 

647-5049 

CARLEI  TV 

3344 

824-5578 

JOE’S  APPLIANCE  REPAIR 

2869 

282-0221 

MR  VACUUM 

3378 

206-9062 

MTM  VACUUM  CLEANER 

3194 

647-3562 

RODRIGUES  APPLIANCE  CO 

3036 

826-8408 

AUTOMOTIVE  SERVICES 

HOUSE  OP  BRAKES 

3195 

285-0595 

IMPERIAL  AUTO  PAINTING 

3135 

285-4562 

RADIATOR  FACTORY 

3049 

285-7080 

BAKERIES 

DOMINGUEZ  BAKERY 

2951 

821-1717 

GOLDEN  CRUST  PIES 

3233 

824-7117 

LAMEJORII 

3329 

920-9561 

LA  REYNA  BAKERY 

3114 

647-6502 

L“\  VICTORIA  BAKERY 

2937 

550-9292 

PANADERIA  LA  MEXICANA 

2804 

648-2633 

SWEET  HEART  BAKERY 

2956 

826-0876 

UNIVERSAL  BAKERY 

2704 

821-0729 

BANKS 

BANK  OF  AMERICA 

2850 

622-4444 

BARBER  SHOPS  / BEAUTY 

SALONS 

ANNA  FOR  HAIR 

3151 

824-8577 

EL  MANITO  BARBER  SHOP 

3112 

282-2270 

ESTER  BEAUTY  SHOP 

2858 

282-9995 

FAMOUS  HAIR  DESIGNS 

3076 

648-6050 

FRED  PISA’S  BARBER  SHOP 

2839 

647-3377 

GACELA 

3160 

641-7331 

INT'L  HAIR  DESIGN 

2961 

824-4415 

Juan  Chaircz  BARBER  SHOP 

3184 

282-7649 

NELLI’S  BEAUTY  SALON 

2933 

648-3963 

PAULA’S  SALON  DE  BELLEZA 

2781 

282-0223 

SANDY’S  BARBERSHOP 

2913 

824-4428 

SUSIE’S  BEAUTY  MAGIC 

2863 

282-0960 

TITA’S  HAIR  STYLING 

3226 

285-1878 

WINNEMUCCA  BARBER  SHOP 

2870 

826-2764 

BOOK  STORES 

China  BOOKS  & PERIODICALS 

2929 

282-2994 

LIBRERIA  CR1STIANA 

3108 

647-8796 

BOOKKEEPING  / INSURANCE 

J.  DOUGLAS  VALLE  Insurance 

3212 

647-5977 

UBI 

3247 

647-8029 

CLEANERS  / LAUNDRIES 


COIN-OP  LAUNDRY  WORLD 

2799 

648-5087 

HOMESTYLE  WASH  & DRY 

2977 

550-9059 

LAUNDROMAT 

2750 

• •• 

MISSION  QUICK  CLEANERS 

3270 

285-5313 

WASH/DRY 

3078 

• •• 

WHITE  CLEANERS 

2829 

824-2727 

TEDDY  WONG  Cleaner 

2505 

COFFEE  SHOPS 

CAFE  FANARI 

2773 

285-1467 

CAFE  VENICE 

3325 

285-6970 

CHINESE  FOOD  & DONUTS 

798 

642-0881 

J&ECAFE 

2537 

282-5177 

LABOHEMECAFE 

3318 

285-4122 

MAS  CAFE 

2990 

821-7407 

ST  FRANCIS  FOUNTAIN 

2801 

282-9527 

THE  JELLY  DONUT 

3198 

648-1419 

COMMUNITY  SERVICES 

GOOD  SAMARITAN  Family  Clr 

2871 

824-9475 

Mission  Economic  Cultural  Assn. 

2899 

826-1401 

MISSION  POLICE  STATION 

558-5400 

MISSION  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

3359 

695-5090 

DANCE  STUDIOS 

THIRD  WAVE  DANCE  STUDIO 

3316 

282-4020 

FLOWER  SHOPS 

FLORERIA  SAN  PEDRO 

2933 

641-5024 

FLOWER  GARDEN 

3260 

285-0281 

THE  BOUQUET  PIACE 

3008 

647-1006 

FRUIT  STANDS 

MANGOS  SAN  MIGUEL  Harrison  & 24th 

GIFT  SHOPS  / BOUTIQUES 


ANGELA’S  GIFT  HOUSE 

2824 

285-6770 

ARGENTINE  GIFT  SHOP 

3250 

824-3488 

ARTESANIAS  CUZCATLAN 

3021 

642-1527 

CANDLELIGHT  SHOP 

3330 

824-4003 

EI.EGANCIA  INFANTIL 

3045 

648-5376 

Galena  La  Raza^TTUDIO  24 

2851 

826-8009 

I. M’S  KITTY  WORLD 

3164 

285-6155 

MANUELS  STORE 

2860 

285-3324 

PATTY’S  BOUTIQUE 

3054 

648-6360 

SURTIMEX 

3201 

695-9924 

VARIEDADES  SANCHEZ 

3214 

641-6004 

GROCERIES  / PRODUCE 


CAUFONIA  FRUIT  MARKET 

2726 

821-2828 

CALIFORNIA  FOOD  MARKET 

3111 

821-2828 

CASA  LUCAS  MARKET 

2934 

826-4334 

EL  TR1UNFO  MARKET 

2969 

285-2914 

FOOD  VILLA 

3347 

824-1777 

GATEWAY 

310] 

282-9155 

GEORGE’S  MARKET 

3149 

647-1896 

LACUBA-NICA 

2760 

285-4639 

LA  PALMA  MARKET 

2884 

647-1500 

LATINO’S  GROCERY 

3249 

648-3503 

MINI  PRODUCE 

2916 

• •• 

NV  GROCERY  STORE 

2702 

647-1212 

Olympic  Farmer’s  Market 

2936 

647-5021 

P&S  MARKET 

3100 

824-6431 

Rancho  Grande  de  BARRAZA 

3064 

282-9252 

RICCIS  MARKET 

2790 

647-4988 

RITA  GROCERY 

3056 

8264664 

SAMMYS  MARKET 

2847 

824-3868 

SUN  VALLEY  DAIRY 

2900 

• •• 

TONYS  MARKET 

2751 

824-7123 

VALENCIA  Produce  Market 

3399 

282-6963 

W-K  MARKET 

3098 

285-2867 

HEALTH/MEDICAL 

DR  BERNARDO  D GONZALEZ 

2720 

2824566 

DR  PUREWALL/Optomelrist 

3130 

648-2777 

LA  CASA  de  la  SALUD 

3203 

285-0391 

ICE  CREAM/POPSICLES 

COOL  PICK 

3388 

642-1367 

LATIN  FREEZE 

3338 

282-5033 

INTERNATIONAL  COURIERS 

SUNFLOWER  EXPRESS 

3247 

647-8029 

TRANS-EXPRESS 

3376 

824-8282 

JEWELRY  STORES 

DAC  INTERNATIONAL 

3065 

285-2470 

J&J  JEWELRY  & FASHION 

3216 

285-9277 

JOYERIA  LA  JOYA 

3196 

8214370 

LATIN  AMERICAN  JEWELERS 

3156 

826-3488 

SANDOVAL  JEWELRY 

3041 

695-9724 

MEAT  MARKETS 

REET  MARKET 

3109 

641-7216 

COUNTRY  MEAT  MARKET 

2736 

282-9372 

LO-COST  MEAT  MARKET  #2 

2918 

648-8646 

VALENCIA  MEATS 

3182 

641-7548 

MUSIC  STORES 

DISCOLANDIA 

2964 

826-9446 

DISCOTECA  HABANA 

3000 

285-8160 

MUS1CA  LATINA 

3205 

695-0648 

SECRETARIAL  /NOTARY 

PUBLIC 

THE  ELVES  Office  Support  Services 

3362 

824  4418 

PAINTING 

HOUSE  OF  COLOR 

2862 

647-9189 

P 11 OTOG  RAPI TY/VI DEOS 

OLEO  FOTO  PORTRAITS 

3067 

647-1608 

VIDEO  CLASSICS 

2976 

824-6156 

WORLD  PIONEER  VIDEO 

2830 

282-6838 

PRINTING 

A MACIEL  PRINTING 

3331 

648-3553 

ARNOLD’S  INSTANT  PRINTING 

3245 

282-5562 

IMPRENTA  LATINA 

2782 

826-7111 

PROFESSIONAL  SERVICES 

GALU  REALTY 

3243 

8264242 

Law  Offices/DONALD  BLOOM  31 30B 

282-9955 

MECA  PRODUCTION  CO. 

2899 

826-1401 

MECA  VISUALS 

3007 

824-7728 

MODUS  OPERANDI 

Architectural  Planning  Svces. 

3007 

824-7728 

PUBLISHING/MAGAZINES 

AVANCE  HISPANO 

3247 

647-8029 

RESTAURANTS 

CHINA  CITY  SEAFOOD 

3166 

821-1818 

EL  MEXJCANO 

3086 

282-2740 

EL  MIRAMAR 

3004 

28S-6199 

EL  NUEVO  FRUTILANDIA 

3077 

648-29S8 

EL  POLLO  SUPREMO 

3150 

550-1193 

ELTREBOL 

3324 

285-6298 

FONG  LAM  RESTAURANT 

2878 

824-2878 

Guadalajara  De  Noche 

2981 

2854905 

ILOPANGO  RESTAURANT 

3066 

648-1577 

LA  GALLINITA 

2989 

826-8880 

LA  UMENITA 

3161 

824-2833 

L/VPOSTA  RESTAURANT 

2891 

285-3149 

LAS  GUITARRAS  REST 

3200 

285-2684 

MANIVANH  THAI  REST 

2732 

824-6054 

MARGARITA’S  RESTAURANT 

2833 

826-5530 

MR  PIZZA  MAN 

3146 

641-5720 

OFELIA'S  RESTAURANT 

2904 

• •• 

PAPA  POTRERO’S  PIZZA 

2700 

647-6685 

PUNJAB  RESTAURANT 

2838 

2824011 

ROOSEVELT  TAMALE  PARLOR 

2817 

550-9213 

SHOE  REPAIR 

JESSIE’S  SHOE  REPAIR 

2872 

285-0933 

SIGNS 

TAHAN  SIGN  CO 

3119 

6414/72 

SPORTING  GOODS 

DUBONS  & PEPE  IMPORTS 

3174 

285-3548 

SPORTS  CLUB 

CASA  CLUB  PIPILES 

2708 

648-7023 

TAQUERIAS 

CASA SANCHEZ 

2778 

282-2400 

ELCAST1LLJTO 

3033 

826-8116 

EL  TACO  LOCO 

3274 

282-7018 

TAQUERIA  EL  FAROLITO  #3 

2950 

641-0758 

TAQUERIA  GOYAZ 

3392 

8214600 

TAQUERIA  SAN  FRANCISCO 

2794 

614-1770 

TAX  SERVICES 

HERRERA- ESCOBAR 

3327 

695-8870 

TAX  SERVICES 

3262 

826-3952 

TRAVEL  AGENCIES 

CALIFORNIA  TRAVEL 

2966 

647-5912 

CALSA  TRAVEL 

3176 

550-0404 

COSMOS  TRAVEL 

3254 

826-1111 

GIG  ANTE  EXPRESS 

3043 

2854780 

NICARAO  TOURS  & TRAVEL 

3000 

206-1714 

PINOLERO  TRAVEL  SERVICE 

3214 

6474717 

SAN  JOSE  TRAVEL  AGENCY 

3212 

••• 

WATER  FILTERS/COOKWARE 
ROYAL  PRESTIGE  3047  648-5376 
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Editor: 

Brian  Doohan’s  story  on  the  renaming 
of  Army  Street  ("Chavez  Street  Naming 
Delayed  Again,"  February  1995)  is  based 
on  inaccurate  information  and  misleading 
assumptions. 

The  article  falsely  gives  credit  to 
name-change  advocates  for  initiating  an 
upcoming  tree  planting  on  Army  Street. 
In  1992,  the  Citizens  Tree  Advisory  Board 
determined  that  trees  would  be  planted 
on  Army  Street  in  late  1995.  According  to 
Dan  McKenna  of  the  Department  of 
Public  Works,  the  selection  of  Army 
Street  was  simply  a routine  decision  as 
part  of  a broader  Citywide  tree-planting 
effort.  There  simply  is  no  connection  be- 
tween the  timing  of  the  tree  planting  and 
the  Army  Street  name  change,  and  the 
efforts  to  imply  that  one  exists  are 
dishonest,  at  best. 

Mr.  Doohan  is  also  dead  wrong  in 
claiming  that  the  Friends  of  the  Urban 
Forest  "donated  trees  as  a tribute  to 
Chavez."  In  fact,  according  to  Mr.  Mc- 
Kenna, the  trees  have  been  purchased 
with  funds  provided  by  the  San  Francisco 
Transportation  Authority.  The  Friends  of 
the  Urban  Forest  will  be  providing  volun- 
teers, tools  and  skills  for  tree  planting  - 
as  this  fme  organization  does  throughout 
the  City.  The  Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest 
has  neither  acted  nor  spoken  on  the 
merits  of  the  name  change. 

Perhaps  even  more  troubling  than 
these  factual  errors  are  two  assertions  Mr. 
Doohan  makes  about  the  opposition  to 
changing  the  name  of  Army  Street.  The 
San  Franciscans  to  Save  Army  Street  have 
consistently  argued  that  Cesar  Chavez 
should  be  honored.  We  are  opposed  to 
the  name  change  for  practical,  financial 
and  historical  reasons;  and  we  are  in- 
censed by  the  arbitrary  and  capricious 
manner  in  which  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
has  consistently  acted  since  the  name 
change  was  initially  proposed.  To  refer  to 
our  efforts  as  "anti-Chavez"  is  insulting 


and  reeks  of  the  same  knee-jerk  political 
correctness  that  has  seemingly  guided 
the  Board’s  work. 

Given  the  depth  of  our  feelings,  it  is 
particularly  absurd  to  consider  that  the 
tree  planting  will  "pacify"  us  - as  Mr. 
Doohan  claims  is  its  intent.  We  are  com- 
mitted to  fighting  the  name  change  until 
either  the  Board  of  Supervisors  deter- 
mines a more  appropriate  means  of 
honoring  Mr.  Chavez  or  all  the  voters  of 
San  Francisco  can  vote  on  the  matter. 

Contentious  issues  such  as  the 
renaming  of  Army  Street  demand  care- 
ful, accurate  and  balanced  reporting.  We 
hope  that  subsequent  coverage  of  this 
issue  in  the  New  Mission  News  will  better 
display  these  qualities. 

The  Steering  Committee 

San  Franciscans  to  Save  Army  Street 


Editor: 

As  director  of  the  Real  Alternatives 
Program  (RAP)  I feel  compelled  to 
respond  to  the  recent  barrage  of  negative 
articles  in  the  New  Mission  News  regard- 
ing Mission  District  nonprofits  and 
redevelopment. 

For  the  past  few  months,  your  writers 
have  assailed  Mission  nonprofits  for  ex- 
ploring the  idea  of  bringing  redevelop- 
ment into  the  neighborhood.  It’s  true.  We 
have  had  exploratory  meetings  regarding 
redevelopment.  We  stand  rightly  accused 
of  wanting  to  use  redevelopment  funds  as 
loans  for  direct  business,  facade  improve- 
ment, short-term  capital,  tenants  and 
first-time  homeowners.  As  service 
providers  in  the  Mission,  we  too  want  to 
see  our  community  flourish,  our  busi- 
nesses prosper  and  neighborhoods  made 
safer.  Every  agency  participating  in  dis- 
cussions on  redevelopment  (most  of 
which  have  been  Latino)  is  concerned 
with  specific  areas  in  the  Mission. 

However,  D.  Michael  Spero  and  Andy 
Solow  see  it  differently.  "...  nonprofiters 


have  cooked  up  plans  for  redevelopment 
that  ignore  residents  ...  " writes  Spero. 
Solow  adds  that  if  a memorandum  of  un- 
derstanding isn’t  drafted  between  the 
Redevelopment  Agency  and  "the  real 
Mission  Community,  the  only  winners  will 
be  ...  Mission  nonprofits,  who  will  be 
laughing  all  the  way  to  the  bank  with  our 
hard-earned  property-tax  money  in  their 
hot  little  hands." 

Mr.  Solow  is  right.  We  might  score  a 
few  more  dollars  with  which  to  provide 
services.  After  all,  it  is  us  "poverty  pimps" 
who  provide  such  shameful  services  as 
health  care,  job  training,  youth  programs, 
and  substance  abuse  and  homeless  ser- 
vices. And  if  the  Republicans  have  their 
way,  it  will  be  us  "poverty  pimps"  who  will 
be  left  to  deal  with  hungry  children.  At  a 
time  when  Republicans  are  trampling  the 
soul  of  the  government  and  using  "wedge 
issues"  to  polarize  the  country,  New  Mis- 
sion News  writers  are  using  fear  to 
promote  their  own  "contract  against 
diversity." 

Mr.  Spero’s  and  Mr.  Solow’s  concerns 

regarding  redevelopment  and  the  issue  ot 
process  are  valid.  We  share  those  same 
concerns.  But 

to  use  redevelopment  to  divide  the 
community  along  racial  and  class  lines  is 
as  unacceptable  as  using  language  to 
demean  an  entire  group  of  people. 

In  the  February  issue,  Mr.  Spero 
writes:  " ...  destitute,  non-English  speak- 
ing immigrants  put[s]  a strain  on  our 
schools,  housing  and  youth  services."  He 
then  goes  on  to  divide  the  community 
neatly  by  class.  First,  the  nonprofit  sector, 


which  "provide  various  essential  services 
to  ...  low-income  renters,  many  of  whom 
are ...  immigrants."  Next,  resident  groups, 
which  are  "mostly  English-speaking 
homeowners,"  and  finally  • business 
owners.  Articles  such  as  this  serve  to  only 
play  on  the  fears  of  a diverse  community. 
San  Francisco  deserves  better. 

I guess  even  reporters  fall  prey  to 
catch  phrases  and  divisive  rhetoric. 

We  challenge  both  Mr.  Solow.and  Mr. 
Spero  to  work  with  us  to  develop  an  at- 
mosphere of  mutual  trust  and  respect 
among  the  different  factions  in  the  Mis- 
sion. Our  community  must  reflect  the  its 
diverse  ethnic,  racial  and  cultural 
perspectives.  We  must  learn  to  use  its 
wide  range  of  skills  and  expertise. 
Together  we  can  form  a network  of  allian- 
ces that  accurately  reflect  its  interest  and 
makeup. 

We  have  been  accused  of  trying  to 
hijack  the  process  of  redevelopment;  that 
is  simply  not  true.  What  we  did  was  begin 
the  process.  Such  an  issue  must  be 
decided  by  the  entire  community.  As  resi- 
dents, businesspeople  and,  yes,  even  ser- 
vice providers,  we  must  put  aside  our 
differences  and  look  to  agree  upon  a 
unifying  message  for  the  Mission  District. 
Power  speaks  with  one  voice.  We  may  not 
always  agree,  but  we  can  send  one  mes- 
sage. Our  future  depends  on  it. 

Mitchell  Salazar 

Executive  Director,  RAP 

(3J69EI 


TAMING  of  the  SHOE 

SHOES,  SHOE  REPAIR  AND  SHOE  CUSTOMIZING 
1 736  Haight  Street  (at  Cole) 

221-4453 


the 


DAILY  LUNCH  SPECIALS 

START  AT $3.50 

CAPPUCCINOS,  LATTES, 
ESPRESSOS  $1.00  to  $1.50 
REGULAR  MR. ESPRESSO 

COFFEE $.50 

FRUIT  OR  VEGETABLE 

DRINKS $2.00+ 

28  KINDS  OF  BEERS 
WITH  EIGHT  ON  DRAFT 
VARIETY  OF  WINES 


WELCOME  TO  THE  NEW 

COLA  CABANA  RESTAURANT 

at  the 

ANDORA  INN 

A TTENTION:  Coming  soon,  adding 
to  the  present  Latin  and  Italian 
foods,  AUTHENIC  CARIBBEAN 
CUISINE  WITH  SPECIAL  CHEF  ! 
2434  Mission  Street  between  20th 
and  21st  Steets,  San  Francisco,  CA 
Telephone:  CALL. ..(415)  282-2447 
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CRIME  RATE  PLUNGES 
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the  northern  half  of  the  park. 

"We’ve  been  hitting  16th  and  Mission 
pretty  hard,  and  there  have  been  ongoing 
anti-narcotics  efforts  in  the  park,"  says 
officer  Pat  Correa  of  Mission  Station. 
"Whether  the  criminal  element  is  dispers- 
ing is  something  I don’t  know." 

But  her  superior,  Captain  Joaquin 
Santos,  said  that  when  a particular  region 
like  the  Devil’s  Quadrangle  is  targeted, 
the  displacement  of  crime  is  "a  matter  of 
physics."  When  the  heat  is  on  at  the 
BART  plaza  or  Valencia  Gardens, 
criminals  relocate  to  14th  Street  or  South 
Van  Ness. 

Over  the  past  few  years,  youth  gang 
violence  has  been  perceived  as  the  most 
intractable  of  Mission  crime  problems; 
but  some  in  the  community  see  light  even 
at  the  end  of  this  tunnel. 

Carol  Shagoury,  who  works  with  the 
trauma  center  at  SF  General  Hospital, 
believes  that  not  only  are  homicide  rates 
dropping  due  to  better  medical  care,  but 
the  overall  admissions  for  shootings  and 
stabbings  may  have  peaked. 

"My  gut  feeling  is  that  the  violence  is 
down.  At  this  point  I don’t  know  if  it’s 
only  an  aberration,  but  in  1994  we  have 
begun  to  see  a slight  decrease  in  knife  and 
gunshot  wound  admissions.  At  the  same 
time,"  she  added,  "our  staff  is  more  ex- 
perienced now  than  in  1989,  so  we  are 
saving  more  lives." 

'There’s  definitely  been  an  effort  in 
the  community  to  prevent  young  people 
from  getting  involved  in  violence,"  agrees 
Anthony  Ceja  of  the  Mission  Community 
Peace  Initiative.  "Gang  violence  was  bad 
in  ’92  and  ’93,  but  we’ve  been  trying  to 
show  that  there  are  ways  for  young  people 
to  work  for  the  community  through 
education  and  employment ...  rather  than 
winding  up  in  jail." 

But  while  social  and  medical  workers 
cross  their  fingers,  others  strike  a note  of 
caution.  Because  crime  rose  sharply 
through  1992,  the  admission  by  police 
planners  that  their  incidence  reports  have 


had  to  be  withdrawn  and  redrawn  calls  the 
veracity  of  the  entire  statistical  process 
into  question.  And  Ethel  Newiin,  for  one, 
suspects  that  numbers  don’t  tell  the  whole 
story.  "If  a crime  occurs  and  nobody  calls 
the  police,  there’s  no  incident  reported. 
Many  people  are  discouraged  or  afraid ... 
someone  told  me  he  heard  gunshots  the 
other  night  but  just  went  back  to  sleep." 

"Instead  of  what  statistics  say,"  Cap- 
tain Santos  observed,  "I  go  by  my  percep- 
tions." He  doubts  that  the  crime  fall-off 
can  wholly  be  attributed  to  despair.  The 
Mission  is  the  most  active  community  in 
the  City."  He’d  like  to  see  more  of  this 
energy  directed  towards  procuring  full 
staffing  for  Mission  Station  — the 
workforce  remains  at  around  105  to  110, 
at  least  20  below  optimum  — but  ex- 
pressed doubts  that  San  Francisco  can  do 
any  more  than  replace  those  street  of- 
ficers lost  to  retirement  or  promotion. 

"We’ve  had  40  patrolmen  promoted  to 
sergeants,"  Santos  noted.  "They’re  off  the 
streets." 

The  reticence  of  neighborhood 
groups  and  police  to  declare  early  victory 
in  the  crime  war  is  understandable,  but 
there  is  another  element  that  should  get 
out  the  word  that  it’s  safe  (well,  safer 
maybe)  to  come  to  the  Mission:  local  mer- 
chants. Recently  the  San  Francisco  Inde- 
pendent ran  one  of  its  typical 
Mission-as-a-chamber-of-horrors  stories, 
drawing  a quick  and  sharp  response  from 
Ricardo  Noguera  of  the  Mission 
Economic  Development  Agency 
(MEDA).  Implying  that  opportunities 
abound  among  the  abandoned  storefronts 
in  the  district,  Noguera  appealed  "Let’s  all 
become  proud  advertisers  and  supporters 
of  the  Mission  Miracle  Mile,  the  second- 
largest  business  district  in  San  Francisco." 

And  Ceja,  whose  group  is  sponsoring 
a Mission  Youth  Summit  on  March  18th, 
hopes  that  the  business  community  will 
pitch  in,  now  that  its  own  interests  have 
been  advanced  by  safer  streets  ...  policies 
that  would  again  place  San  Francisco  in 


contrast  with  Calilomia’s  trinity  of  more 
jails,  fewer  schools  and  Prop.  187-type 
legislation. 

A recent  Census  Department  survey 
showed  that  employers’  attitudes  towards 
young  workers  is  hardening.  "We  were 
surprised  at  just  how  much  animosity 


CRIME  INCIDENTS  BY 

REPORTING  AREA 

1993  -1994 

RA.  Location  Ctr.  1993  1994 

403  14th  & Guerrero 

870 

784  I 

404  14th  & Mission 

440 

560  1 

405  14th  & Folsom 

338 

300  I 

412  16th  & Church 

596 

574  I 

413  16th  & Guerrero 

546 

511  1 

414  16th  & Mission 

2445 

2083  1 

415  16th  & Folsom 

254 

315 

419  18th  & Church 

246 

194 

420  Dolores  Park 

442 

340 

421  18th  & Guerrero 

295 

265 

422  18th  & Mission 

1461 

1279  1 

423  18th  & Folsom 

240 

242  !i 

424  19th  & 'Alabama 

188 

126 

425  Franklin  Square 

154 

145  II 

431  20th  & Church 

92 

100 

432  20th  & Guerrero 

311 

240 

433  20th  & Mission 

850 

772  I 

434  20th  & Folsom 

277 

284 

435  20th  & Alabama 

195 

182 

436  20th  & York 

147 

139 

442  22nd  & Church 

98 

89 

443  22nd  & Guerrero 

252 

210 

444  22nd  & Mission 

676 

545 

445  22nd  & Folsom 

259 

233 

446  22nd  & Alabama 

338 

296 

447  22nd  & York 

262 

255 

452  24th  & Church 

193 

150 

453  24th  & Guerrero 

348 

275 

454  24th  & Mission 

887 

850  \< 

455  24th  & Folsom 

476 

479  1 

459  26th  & Church 

106 

85 

460  26th  & Guerrero 

217 

220 

461  26th  & Mission 

472 

470  I 

462  26th  & Folsom 

887. 

761  1 1 

463  26th  & Alabama 

519 

446  1 

464  26th  & York 

269 

261 

there  is  toward  young  people  in  the 
employer  community,"  said  survey  direc- 
tor Robert  Zemsky  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  who  called  employer 
responses  "almost  scatological"  and 
warned  "if  you  dump  on  young  people 
long  enough,  it  becomes  a self-fulfilling 
prophecy." 

"If  young  people  have  opportunities  or 
hope,"  Ceja  suggests,  "maybe  they 
wouldn’t  be  lashing  out  against  the  system 
by  lashing  out  at  the  people  around  them." 


The  Mayor’s  Mission  Task  Force 
Public  Safety  Committee  meets  March 
8th  at  the  new  Valencia  Street  police  sta- 
tion, 7:30  p.m.  Is  the  Mission  really  safer? 
Come  by. 


MAJOR  CRIMES  FOR 
SELECT  REPORTING 
AREAS  1989-1994 

’89  ’90  *91  ’92  ’93  *94 
404  (14th  and  Mission) 
robbery  28  20  28  57  12  14 

assault  38  27  38  35  48  53 

burglary  37  32  42  34  36  21 

auto  theft  30  42  39  42  36  44 

414  (16th  and  Mission) 
robbery  115  140  129  191 127  85 
assault  216  211  207  198  159  157 
burglary  83  54  71  56  63  27 

auto  theft  56  50  50  67  54  41 

419  (Dolores  Park  Area) 
robbery  5 12  5 25  16  13 

assault  35  33  34  38  34  27 

burglary  24  26  30  31  33  8 

auto  theft  20  19  28  42  24  20 

462  (Bernal  Dwelling  Area) 
robbery  49  71  45  59  44  35 

assault  86  103  98  119  77  76 

burglary  13  24  19  24  32  28 

auto  theft  46  74  44  76  87  73 


SANDOVAL  COIN  LAUNDRIES 

DRY  CLEANING 


THE  MISSION’S  BEST  LAUNDRY 


KVir.4  FOO ■>  A"  *A  * *. 

OPE.\  IUERE  A V ■>  VO>V 

V ■*.%. A.  MTEEK 


UiWOLlTEIA  VIEVICA.V 


COltVFIC  OF  UA111 
,+nr  XIIF  CAHW.l! 

MEXICAN  FOOD  FAST  AND  FRESH 

BURRITO  $2.35 

tacos $0.95 

STEAK  SAHDWICH $2.95 

MEXICAN  SEAFOOD  ^ 

BURRITO  VALLARTA  .$4.25 

GRILLED  FISH  TACO $1.25 

TOSTADA  DE  CEVICHE  $1.25.  Q 

VEGETARIAN  MEALS 

BOB  S BURRITO  $2.95 

TACODENOFALES $1.00 


ki  A X ■>  llAVSHlOKE 
ill  \EAR  ABBA 

CAFE  ESPRESSO $1.00 

EARLY  BIRD  BURRITO $135 

FRESH  FRUIT  DRINKS 


CATERING  AVAILABLE 
CALL  8246G84 


2267  MISSION  ST. 

3343  18TH  ST. 

BTWN.  19TH  & 18TH 

@ CAPP 

642-0155 

282-9294 

Personal  Service  on  Duty. 
8am  to  8pm 
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CAN  THE  CITY  AVOID  A 
$50  MILLION  FUMBLE  ? 

POLITICAL  CIRCUS  THREATENS 
LAST  BEST  HOPE  FOR  PUBLIC  HOUSING  TENANTS 


PROPOSITION  187  UPDATE 


Opinion  by  Victor  Miller 

.A.  $50-million  reconstruction  plan 
for  two  of  San  Francisco’s  most  wretched 
housing  projects,  Plaza  East  in  Hayes  Val- 
ley and  Bernal  Dwelling  in  the  Mission, 
remains  at  the  center  of  furious  political 
maneuvering  that,  if  it  continues,  could 
put  the  plan  on  hold  or  kill  it  entirely. 

The  Housing  Authority’s  Executive 
Director,  Felipe  Floresca,  was  forced  out 
of  his  post  but  was  compensated  for  the 
inconvenience  by  being  awarded  a year’s 
pay  and  benefits,  about  $145,000,  by  the 
Housing  Commission,  for  whatever,  if 
any,  consulting  services  the  Commission 
requests  of  him.  Floresca  has  not  as  yet 
done  any  consulting  work  for  the  Com- 
mission; but  he  has  given  advice  and  coun- 
sel to  Malik  Rahim,  former  Housing 
Authority  tenant  organizer  and  armed 
robber,  and  Jeffrey  Branner,  convicted 
drug  dealer  and  alleged  enforcer  for  the 
drug  gang  that  has  controlled  Bernal 
Dwelling  the  past  decade. 

According  to  Commission  president 
Barbara  Meskunas,  Floresca’s  close  as- 
sociation with  these  two  individuals  was  a 
key  factor  in  his  ouster.  Meskunas  and 
some  Housing  Authority  staff  see  Rahim 
and  Branner  as  opportunists  using  in- 
timidation tactics  to  prevent  tenant  par- 
ticipation in  the  reconstruction  planning 
— such  participation  is  a contractual 
obligation  for  receiving  the  $50  million  in 
federal  funds.  The  taxpayers  now  seem  to 
be  paying  Floresca  for  doing  exactly  what 
he  was  removed  from  his  job  for. 

The  interim  replacement  for  Floresca, 
Ted  Dienstfry,  former  head  of  the 
Mayor’s  Office  of  Housing,  was  selected 
primarily  to  save  the  $50  million  grant, 
officially  called  Hope  VI.  Dienstfiys 
meeting  early  last  month  with  about  25 
tenants  at  Plaza  East  apparently  went 
smoothly;  but  at  a meeting  later  the  same 
day  in  Bernal  Dwelling,  only  one  tenant 
showed  up.  Dienstfry  initially  floated  an 
idea  whereby  tenants  would  be  mailed  a 
summary  of  the  reconstruction  plan  and 
respond  by  mail  but  has  since  backed 
away  from  it,  probably  because  of  the  in- 
evitable law  suit  that  would  be  generated. 

Meanwhile  Branner  and  Rahim,  both 
non-residents  of  Bernal  Dwelling,  have 
been  arrested  on  trespassing  and  other 
minor  charges  by  the  SFPD,  which  has 
officially  designated  them  as  personae 
non  gratae  on  Housing  Authority  proper- 
ty. The  District  Attorney’s  office  has  yet 
to  follow  through  and  prosecute  on  any  of 
these  arrests. 

Dienstfry  says  he  is  now  considering  a 
tenant  proposal  to  put  the  whole 
reconstruction  issue  before  a "neutral 
commission."  This  would  be  an  obvious 


slap  at  the  Housing  Commission,  current- 
ly involved  in  bickering  itself  to  death,  and 
President  Meskunas,  who  Rahim  and  his 
crew  have  vowed  to  topple. 

Dienstfry  and  Mayor  Jordan  have 
both  put  on  their  most  Pollyanna-esque  of 
happy  faces  about  what  is  clearly  a mud- 
dled mess,  where  in  a worst-case  scenario 
the  Jordan  administration  could  have 
turned  over  a multimillion  dollar  program 
to  a gang  of  drug  dealers.  If  everything  was 
going  great,  top  officials  of  the  depart- 
ment of  Housing  and  Urban  Develop- 
ment (HUD)  would  not  have  flown  in 
from  Washington  in  twice  in  less  than  a 
month  specifically  to  review  progress  on 
the  Hope  VI  grant. 

The  104th  Congress  is  currently  on  the 
warpath  against  HUD  and  threatening  to 
take  back  billions  in  allocated  but  unspent 
dollars.  The  Hope  VI  contract  has  already 
been  signed,  so  technically  the  Feds  have 
already  spent  these  funds  and  the 
Gingrich  bean-counters  can’t  seize  them. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  City  has  missed 
specific  contract  compliance  deadlines; 
and  another  one  is  approaching  in  Mid- 
March,  with  the  situation  no  less  murky 
than  when  the  New  Mission  News  broke 
this  story  last  month.  It  is,  in  fact,  murkier. 
One  Housing  Commission  meeting  was 
dominated  by  a hour-long  harangue  by 
Rahim  that  included  a defense  of  himself, 
Branner  and  their  plan  to  get  a $400,000 
cut  of  the  Hope  VI  money  for  the  moving 
company  they’d  formed.  At  a subsequent 
meeting,  neighbors  of  Bernal  Dwelling, 
furious  at  having  their  homes  continually 
strafed  by  errant  bullets,  vented  their  rage 
on  the  commissioners  and  demanded  that 
the  Hope  VI  program  be  moved  along.  As 
an  additional  sideshow  attraction,  a 
citizens’  group  is  requesting  a Grand  Jury 
investigation  into  charges  that  Floresca’s 
brother-in-law,  Superintendent  of  Educa- 
tion Bill  Rojas,  used  public  resources  to 
save  Floresca’s  job. 

The  Hope  VI  program  has  the  poten- 
tial to  alleviate  the  miserable  and  perilous 
living  conditions  of  over  1000  of  San 
Francisco’s  poorest  residents  who  live  in 
the  American  Apartheid  of  public  hous- 
ing. Given  the  changing  national  political 
climate,  it  is  likely  Hope  VI  will  be  the  last 
chance  for  many  years  to  undo  the  social 
evils  these  projects,  as  presently  con- 
stituted and  managed,  engender.  But  with 
$50  million  up  for  grabs,  you  can  be  damn 
sure  that  everything  now  living  under  a 
rock  will  try  for  a piece  of  the  action.  With 
so  much  at  stake,  it  would  be  comforting 
to  know  that  in  some  cubbyhole  of  our 
baroque  municipal  apparatus  there  was  a 
small  repository  of  Solomon-like  wisdom 
to  counter  the  perpetual  pie-fight  that  is 
San  Francisco  politics. 
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by  Stett  Holbrook 


A, 


Ithough  Proposition  187  was 
passed  by  a large  majority  of  voters  last 
November,  the  controversial  law  that  aims 
to  deny  medical  care,  education  and  so- 
cial services  to  California’s  undocu- 
mented immigrants  remains  embroiled  in 
scores  of  law  suits  and  legal  injunctions. 

As  it  stands,  judges  in  San  Francisco 
and  Los  Angeles  have  issued  injunctions 
that  prohibit  all  state  agencies  from  im- 
plementing any  part  of  the  law.  In  spite  of 
this  state  of  legal  limbo,  challenges  to  the 
law  mounted  by  both  supporters  and  op- 
ponents are  likely  to  continue.  As  a result, 
clear,  up-to-date  information  about  the 
law’s  status  may  be  hard  to  come  by.  For- 
tunately, there  are  several  organizations 
and  even  computer  services  dedicated  to 
keeping  the  public  informed  about  the 
implementation  of  Proposition  187. 

The  Coalition  for  Immigrant  and 
Refugee  Rights  and  Services  (CIRRS)  of- 
fers a number  of  services.  The  organiza- 
tion publishes  187  Update , which  provides 
legal  updates  on  implementation  of  the 
law  as  well  as  a calendar  of  area  events, 
marches  and  discussions  about  Proposi- 
tion 187.  CIRRS  also  offers  a free  update 
line.  The  number  is  (415)  243-9286  ext 


354.  To  receive  187  Update  or  obtain 
more  information,  call  (415)  243-8215. 

One  of  the  Bay  Area’s  most  well-or- 
ganized groups  is  the  Immigrant  Rights 
Action  Pledge.  It  is  made  up  of  teachers, 
health  workers  and  social  workers  — the 
would-be  enforcers  of  the  proposition. 
For  more  information  about  the 
organizations’s  activities,  call  (510)  297- 
4061. 

In  the  wake  of  the  passage  of  Proposi- 
tion 187,  there  have  already  been  a num- 
ber of  reports  of  discrimination  and  civil 
rights  abuses  against  immigrants  and  resi- 
dents alike.  In  the  Bay  Area,  the  Im- 
migrant Assistance  Line  has  been  created 
to  act  as  the  central  repository  of  these 
incidents.  The  numbers  are  (415)  554- 
2444  for  Spanish  and  English  and  (415) 
554-2454  for  Cantonese,  Mandarin, 
Japanese  and  English. 

For  those  who  have  e-mail,  there  is 
another  means  of  getting  information:  187 
on-line.  187Resist  is  a national  on-line 
forum  where  participants  exchange  infor- 
mation on  news  and  activities  dealing  with 
Proposition  187.  To  subscribe  to 

187Resist,  send  a message  to: 

Ustserv@csma.berkeley.edu.  In  the  body 
of  the  message  type:  "sub  187-L  Your  First 
Name  Your  Last  name." 
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FROM  THE  FILES  OF  ST  PETER’S  HOUSING  COMMITTEE 

RENTERS’  REBELLION 
CAUSES  CURSES 


by  Neli  Palma 

"I  don’t  really  believe  in  witchcraft," 
says  one  of  the  tenants  of  2888 16th  Street, 
"but  we  will  just  have  to  see  if  this  works." 
This  tenant,  who  wishes  to  remain 
anonymous  because  he  has  been 
threatened  with  death,  speaks  of  his 
landlady’s  latest  attempts  to  evict  him  and 
his  family. 

Many  factors  prevent  tenants  from  ex- 
ercising their  legal  rights.  Since  St. 
Peter’s  Housing  Committee  began  work- 
ing with  Mission  District  tenants  in  1985, 
it  has  often  seen  how  fear  forces  tenants 
to  live  in  substandard  housing  or  move  out 
rather  than  contest  their  landlords’  illegal 
actions.  Fear  of  retaliation,  eviction  or 
deportation,  as  well  as  a language  barrier, 
leads  tenants  to  believe  they  do  not  have 
the  same  legal  rights  as  other  tenants. 
Often,  those  who  do  come  forward  are 
harassed  by  their  landlords  for  daring  to 
exercise  their  rights.  For  the  tenants  of 
2888  16th  Street,  the  above  fears  have  now 
been  augmented  by  a fear  of  sorcery. 

In  1992,  St.  Peter’s  Housing  Commit- 
tee began  working  with  five  tenants  living 
in  the  flats  above  the  Cuba  Restaurant  on 
16th  and  South  Van  Ness.  The  owner  had 
requested  an  illegal  $100  rent  increase 
and  an  increase  of  $500  for  all  security 
deposits.  When  the  tenants  refused,  she 
served  them  with  eviction  notices.  Soon 
after,  the  tenants  won  their  wrongful  evic- 
tion case  with  the  Rent  Board.  Recogniz- 
ing the  severe  habitability  problems  in  the 
building,  the  tenants  also  filed  a petition 
at  the  Board  to  have  their  rent  reduced  as 
compensation  for  substandard  housing 
conditions.  The  problems  includedand 
still  include  severe  mold  growth,  rat  and 
roach  infestations,  and  lack  of  security 
that  allows  illicit  drug  and  prostitution 
activities  to  run  rampant  in  and  around 
the  building.  The  tenants  also  prevailed 
in  this  part  of  the  petition.  Some  of  them 


were  awarded  close  to  $2,000  to  compen- 
sate them  for  the  owner’s  failure  to  repair 
and  maintain  the  building.  To  date,  the 
tenants  continue  to  pay  a reduced  level  of 
rent  because  most  of  the  repairs  have  not 
been  made. 

These  victories,  however,  have  not 
come  without  their  share  of  pain  and  suf- 
fering. The  tenants  have  had  to  endure 
several  levels  of  harassment  from  the 
owner.  She  is  upset  not  only  because  the 
tenants  have  exercised  their  rights,  but 
also  because  she  has  spent  over  $15,000  in 
lawyer’s  fees,  she  claims.  Tenants  report 
that  she  bangs  on  their  doors  at  all  hours 
of  the  day,  yelling  profanities  and  vulgar 
insults.  Although  Latina  herself,  she  has 
made  bigoted  remarks  to  the  tenants 
about  their  national  origins.  The  tenants 
also  claim  that  she  has  threatened  to 
report  them  to  the  INS.  In  addition,  the 
owner  has  refused  rent  payments  since 
the  fall  of  last  year  because  she  will  not 
accept  the  reduced  amounts  awarded  by 
the  Rent  Board. 

More  recently,  the  tenants  allege  that 
the  landlady  has  started  to  use  "voodoo" 
tactics  to  scare  them  into  leaving.  She  has 
reportedly  sprinkled  salt  and  dirt  on  the 
doors  of  the  tenants’  apartments,  a Carib- 
bean folk  practice  equivalent  to  putting  a 
curse  on  someone.  When  a tenant  asked 
her  about  these  incidents,  she  allegedly 
responded,  "Hijo  de  su  chingada  madre, 
even  if  I run  out  of  all  the  salt  in  my 
restaurant,  I will  continue  to  put  it  at  your 
door  until  I get  you  out."  Tenants  have 
came  home  at  night  and  found  raw  eggs  at 
their  doors.  "Since  she  has  failed  in  all  of 
her  attempts  to  evict  us  through  the  legal 
means,  she  has  resorted  to  witchcraft," 
says  one  tenant. 

To  some  extent,  the  landlady  has  suc- 
ceeded in  her  efforts  to  intimidate  the 
tenants.  Some  have  dropped  out  of  the 
struggle  because  the  harassment  was  too 
much  to  endure.  Regardless,  the 
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Smog  Stop 
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334-7664 

3 Blocks  from  Silver 
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Discount  Smog  & 
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problems  remain.  New  occupants  have 
already  begun  to  complain  about  the  con- 
ditions of  the  building  and  their  treatment 
by  the  landlady.  Unfamiliar  with  the 
building’s  history,  these  new  tenants  have 
come  to  the  St.  Peter’s  Housing  Commit- 
tee office  to  voice  their  concerns.  In  this 


sort  of  hostile  situation,  one  should  be 
thankful  for  the  courage  of  the  tenants 
involved. 

Neli  Palma  is  a tenant  organizer  for  St. 
Peter’s  Housing  Committee. 
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Emergency  Care 
With  Less  Waiting 


When  an  emergency  health  problem  strikes,  come 
to  St.  Luke's  Hospital.  You’ll  get  emergency  care  with 
less  waiting. 

Within  1 0 minutes  after  you  arrive,  an  emergency 
nurse  will  check  your  symptoms.  For  less  urgent  health 
problems  - like  a sprained  ankle,  a cold  or  the  flu  - 
you’ll  be  examined  by  a doctor  and  on  your  way, 
typically,  within  an  hour. 

Each  year,  St.  Luke's  provides  more  emergency 
care  than  almost  any  other  San  Francisco  hospital. 
That’s  why  we  have  a specially  trained  doctor 
available  24-hours  a day  just 
for  children. 

We’re  specialists  at  Emer- 
gency Care.  We  hope  you’ll 
never  need  an  emergency 
room.  But  if  you  do,  why  not 
go  to  the  best? 
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^ F HOSPITAL 

Emergency  Department 
Army  & Valencia 

Se  Habla  Espanol 
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Calling  all  organizers! 

Number  two  may  try  harder,  but 
number  zilch  really  has  to  work.  Nearly 
all  block  clubs  and  nonprofits  in  the  Mis- 
sion started  with  nothing;  we  were  num- 
ber zilch  or  worse.  People  busted  their 
butts  to  improve  this  community,  and  they 
did  it  by  organizing.  They  went  out  and 
talked  to  people;  got  them  to  meetings; 
and  formed  groups  to  clean  streets,  build 
housing  and  pressure  City  Hall. 

Most  of  them,  especially  the  all-volun- 
teer block  clubs,  died  of  terminal  burnout. 
Some  nonprofits  also  croaked  from 
having  their  fundpipes  cut  off.  But  many 
survived  and  became  the  leading  or- 
ganizations in  the  Mission.  Groups  such 
as  Mission  Housing  Development  Cor- 
poration (MHDC),  Inner  Mission  Neigh- 
bors (IMN),  Real  Alternatives  Program 
and  Calle  22  tend  to  dominate  public  dis- 
cussion of  issues,  from  redevelopment  to 
youth  safety. 

There’s  just  one  problem.  All  these 
groups  and  others  like  them  have  stopped 
organizing.  . They’re  not  going  out  and 
bringing  in  new  people;  they’re  not  in- 
forming Mission  residents  of  issues  and 
plans  for  action.  It  seems  that  when  a 
nonprofit  reaches  a certain  budget,  when 
it  gets  a beautiful  office,  it  doesn’t  go  out 
and  knock  on  doors.  It’s  too  busy  writing 
grants.  When  neighborhood  associations 
reach  a certain  number  of  members,  they 
feel  as  though  they’ve  reached  their  criti- 
cal mass.  It’s  too  hard  to  bring  in  new 
people  or  to  find  out  where  the  old  ones 
went. 


Where  have  all  the  organizers  gone? 
Gone  to  meetings,  mostly;  and  the  result 
is  the  fractured,  ineffective  community  we 
see  today.  Still,  a few  groups  continue  to 
get  out  in  the  street  and  bring  in  new 
activists.  I’m  not  speaking  of  service 
providers  walking  the  streets  to  get  new 
clients.  I’m  talking  about  groups  like 
PODER,  St.  Peter’s  Housing  Committee, 
the  Mission  Playground  Neighborhood 
Organization  and  others  who  are  out 
there  every  day.  If  we’re  going  to  improve 
this  place,  we  need  to  involve  a hell  of  a 
lot  more  people.  They  won’t  come  to  us; 
we  have  to  go  to  them. 

THE  POLICEMAN’S  BALL 

A lot  of  potential  organizers  got 
together  on  Saturday,  February  11,  at  San 
Francisco  General  Hospital  for  a 
"resource  summit"  called  by  Captain  Joa- 
quin Santos  of  Mission  Station.  Ap- 
proximately 75  block  club  reps  and 
property  owners  heard  from  a stellar  cast 
of  government  agencies  and  service 
providers.  We  learned  about  trees  from 
Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest  and  the 
Department  of  Forestry.  Public  Works 
and  Clean  City  Coalition  told  us  how  to 
get  trash  and  graffiti  removed.  (First 
choice:  Do  it  yourself!)  Mission  Recrea- 
tion and  Mission  Playground  talked  about 
youth  programs;  the  Community  Board 
representative  explained  mediation  and 
conflict  resolution.  A PG&E  rep  talked 
about  street  lights,  and  Department  of 
Parking  and  Traffic  explained  what  they 
ran  and  can’t  do.  People  took  a lot  of 
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notes. 

Daniel  Hernandez  of  MHDC  made  an 
interesting  presentation  about  his  pro- 
gram to  help  low-income  property  owners 
rehabilitate  and  repair  their  buildings. 
More  than  any  other  nonprofit,  MHDC 
has  come  under  attack  from  homeowners 
annoyed  with  its  large-scale  rental 
projects;  but  most  attendees  seemed  in- 
terested in  the  subsidized  rehab  program. 
When  Ross  Worden  of  IMN  challenged 
Hernandez  on  MHDC’s  high-density 
buildings,  the  police  facilitator  cut  him 
off,  saying,  "We’re  not  here  to  talk  about 
that  today."  Hernandez  got  a warm 
response  and  seemed  delighted,  saying  he 
hoped  to  market  the  rehab  program  more 
aggressively  to  neighborhood  groups  in 
the  future. 

The  summit  benefited  from  the  police 
and  hospital  resources.  They  put  on  a 
spread  that  no  all-volunteer  organization 
could  hope  to  match:  four  different  kinds 
of  sandwiches,  pasta  salad,  fruits,  pastries, 
cookies  and  soda.  City  Attorney  Ilene 
Dick  and  Supervisor  Barbara  Kaufman 
were  among  speakers  who  ignored  the 
food;  but  most  attendees  chowed  down, 
proving  the  organizing  maxim,  "If  you  feed 
them,  they  will  come." 

Some  activists  had  been  nervous  about 
the  police  calling  an  organizing  meeting, 
even  going  so  far  as  asking  Captain  Santos 
to  cancel  it.  "We’re  all  for  bringing  groups 


together,  but  the  police  shouldn’t  do  it,” 
said  one.  "It  should  be  independent." 
However,  little  organizing  occurred 
during  the  meeting.  Activists  met  each 
other;  I got  a lot  of  new  phone  numbers. 
Perhaps  residents  will  move  from  here 
towards  forming  a real  network,  com- 
mitted to  organizing  and  growing,  and 
capable  of  working  with  police,  business 
and  service-provider  elements  to  create  a 
united  Mission.  I am  not,  however,  hold- 
ing my  breath. 

SOME  SUMMIT 
RESOURCES: 

Fire  Dept.  - 558-3300  fire  hazards. 
MHDC  - 864-6432  rehab  program  for 
landlords  and  homeowners.  Forestry  - 
554-6700  trees  needing  maintenance. 
Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest  - 543-5000 
new  trees.  Parking  and  traffic  - 554-2300 
parking  issues,  781-JUNK  abandoned 
cars,  553-1200  cars  parked  illegally. 
DPW  graffiti  removal  - 241-WASH.  I 
tried  it;  it  works!  Broom  and  Brush 
Brigade  695-2017  they’ll  issue  you 
brooms,  scoops,  bags  and  graffiti 
removers  free!  Community  Boards  552- 
1250  Mediation  service.  Street  lights  1- 
800-734-5000  Report  dead  lights, 
554-0731  Report  inadequate  lighting. 
Casa  de  los  Jovenes  920-7188  Youth  ser- 
vices. 
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'Present  this  Ad  to  receive  special  price. 


Chiropractic  care 


is  preventative  maintenance. 

Its  an  internal,  natural,  approach  to  ensuring  that  your 
body  can  perform  at  its  best  without  harmful  drugs  or 
dietary  restrictions.  The  primary  focus  of  chiropractors  is 
alignment  of  the  spinal  column  and  restoration  of  healthy 
nerves  and  muscles  relating  to  the  spine.  And  it’s  the 
largest  drug-free  healing  profession  in  the  country. 


MISSION  DISTRICT  CHIROPRACTORS 

Health  Care  for  the  90  s 

2535  Mission  Street  • 415-826-1000 


1 

vTTi 

lx- : ■■■■»  ■■‘wmmm 

SNAP 

SH 


By  Robin 
Snyderman 

TS 


as  inspired  by  Snap  the  Wonder  Dog 


Rolling  Over  for  our  Youth 

Snap  and  I are  getting  to  know 
some  of  the  newer  young  residents  along 
the  400  block  of  Valencia  Street.  We  take 
walks  with  them  through  the  courtyard 
linking  the  new  Plaza  del  Sol  affordable 
housing  community  to  the  Centro  del 
Pueblo  resource  center  next  door. 

Like  many  two-Ieggeds  in  the  Mission, 
these  young  people  are  more  inclined  to 
say  hello  to  Snap  than  they  are  to  me.  Her 
smile’s  cuter,  her  social  skills  more 
demonstrative  and,  well,  she  sits  when  you 
say,  "Sit."  They  never  seem  to  tire  of  her 
trite  little  tricks.  "Come.  Sit.  Stay.  Give  me 
paw.  No,  the  other  paw.  Now  roll  over. 
Can’t  do  that,  yet?  That’s  okay.  Good 
girl." 

And  this  from  kids  who  "each 
Thursday  go  to  the  Mission  Science  Cen- 
ter to  experiment  with  scientific  devices," 
says  Dr.  Eury  Ramos,  Coordinator  of 
Plaza  del  Sol’s  after-school  Home  Link 
Mentor  Program.  "You  should  see  the 
skill  with  which  these  kids  can  take  apart 
a telephone,  lay  out  and  identify  the  com- 
ponents of  its  microphone  and  then  put  it 
all  back  together  again.  I don’t  know  who 
started  giving  low- income  housing 
tenants  a bad  name,  but  developments 
like  this  help  reinforce  the  possibilities 
available  to  these  kids  in  the  future." 

Dr.  Ramos  works  for  Mission  Hous- 
ing Development  Corporation  (MHDC) 
and  the  University  of  San  Francisco,  and 
is  helping  design  and  fundraise  for  this 
innovative  educational  program  from  his 
MHDC  office  in  Centro  del  Pueblo.  He 
supervises  two  dynamic  teachers  — 
Gladys  Dalmau  and  Iris  Cordova,  who 
live  and  work  at  Plaza  del  Sol  — as  they 
develop  on-site  curricula  and  off-site  field 
trips  for  the  nearly  100  kids  living  among 
the  59  apartments  of  Plaza  del  Sol.  His 
office  window  literally  overlooks  the 
playground  space  shared  not  only  by  the 
residents  but  also  by  Centro  del  Pueblo’s 
Waldorf  kindergarteners  and  Com- 
paneros  del  Barrio  preschoolers. 

Dog  Houses  Don’t  Do  It 

"Mission  Housing  was  pleased  to 
develop  this  site  ‘in  our  own  backyard,’" 
explains  MHDC  Housing  Director  Philip 
Dochow,  who  is  planning  the  official 
opening  of  Plaza  del  Sol  as  this  paper  goes 
to  print.  "There  are  a lot  of  misconcep- 
tions out  there  about  what  affordable 
housing  is.  We  do  plenty  of  talking  and 
writing  about  its  virtues  as  a community 
development  tool.  But  sometimes  the 
best  thing  is  to  simply  shut  up  and  show 
people:  It’s  not  a unit  count.  It’s  a thriv- 
ing community.  Just  take  a look." 

And  it  does  look  good  - even  if  you 
don’t  consider  the  over-priced,  substan- 
dard and  overcrowded  conditions  which 
many  Plaza  del  Sol  residents  fled  in  order 
to  move  into  their  new  homes.  The  Mis- 
sion - well-renowned  for  its  large,  multi- 
cultural family  character  - has  little 
housing  available  that  is  indeed  affor- 
dable to  this  constituency. 

According  to  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Housing  and  Urban  Development 
(HUD),  the  median  income  for  a family 
of  four  in  San  Francisco  is  $57,600.  A 
family  is  considered  very  low- income  if  it 
earns  $28,000  a year.  The  latest  "Housing 
Opportunity  Index,"  compiled  by  the  Na- 
tional Association  of  Home  Builders, 
states  that  only  17.8  percent  of  families 
earning  the  median  household  income 
can  afford  to  buy  a house  in  San  Francis- 
co. These  dry  statistics  officially  desig- 
nate San  Francisco  as  the  least  affordable 
City  in  the  country. 

Many  people  are  concerned  that,  with 
he  current  agenda  of  the  104th  Congress, 
uture  housing  opportunities  of  Plaza  del 
\ol’S  caliber  will  no  longer  be  available  to 
amilies  whose  income  HUD  calls  \ery- 
?w,n  and  most  Mission  residents  call 
reality.” 


There  is  a government  document  cir- 
culating around  called  the  "Blueprint  for 
reinventing  HUD."  Most  people  would 
agree  with  its  assumption  that  "public  and 
assisted  housing  rules  that  have  locked 
families  into  substandard  housing  have 
impeded  their  ability  to  move  to  self-suf- 
ficiency and  have  allowed  badly  managed 
agencies  and  absentee  owners  to  operate 
without  recourse." 

Yet  its  proposal  to  consolidate  HUD 
programs  and  place  more  responsibility 
on  the  private  rental  market  seems  to  con- 
tradict the  federal  government’s  commit- 
ment to  safe,  decent  and  affordable 
housing  - especially  for  the  country’s 
most  vulnerable  citizens.  Its  emphasis  on 
tenant-based  rather  than  project-based 
subsidies  won’t  improve  the  conditions  of 
poorly  run  housing.  To  the  contrary,  it 
may  jeopardize  the  future  development  of 
quality  affordable  housing  communities, 
like  Plaza  del  Sol. 

Such  an  error  is  like  taking  a dog  that 
won’t  respond  to  "voice  control"  at 
Dolores  Park  (in  the  dog  run  area,  where 
leashes  are  optional),  and  placing  that 
dog  on  one  of  those  lengthy,  15-foot 
leashes.  Inevitably,  that  dog  either  wraps 
itself  around  a tree  or  strangles  any  four- 
legged  playmate  that  gets  in  its  way. 
Leashes  are  important.  But  if  they’re  too 
long,  they’re  simply  lethal. 

HUD’s  Blueprint  isn’t  about  good 
government.  It’s  about  letting  go  of 
responsibility  and  strangling ...  just  about 
everybody.  The  tenant-based  subsidy 
concept  assumes  that  the  "di«*inli»»» 
the  marketplace"  will  mitigate  substan- 
dard housing  conditions.  Not  quality 
property  management.  Not  strict  bousing 
code  enforcement.  But  the  "discipline  of 
the  marketplace."  In  other  words,  HUD 
proposes  to  transfer  government  enforce- 
ment costs  to  tenants  without  also  trans- 
ferring them  the  enforcement  authority. 
This  completely  overlooks  existing  bar- 
riers to  housing,  such  as  the  low  vacancy 
rates  for  well-run  housing,  discrimination 
and  NIMBYism.  In  1994,  $4  out  of  every 
$5  of  government  housing  subsidies  went 
to  upper-income  households.  Those 
earning  more  than  $60,000  received  over 
60  percent  of  the  subsidies.  If  HUD’s 
goal  is  truly  to  improve  housing  accom- 
modations, why  not  really  address  the 
structure  of  federal  housing  programs, 
focus  on  the  imbalance  of  these  subsidies 
and  put  the  whole  thing  on  a shorter 
leash? 

Mission  resident  Lydia  Ely,  long-time 
activist  with  the  Coalition  on  Homeless- 
ness, is  frustrated  with  what  she  sees  as 
hypocrisy.  "They  want  to  make  govern- 
ment smaller,  but  they  want  to  control  the 
lives  of  poor  people  more.  They  want  to 
promote  family  and  traditional  values,  but 
these  proposed  HUD  changes  will  wreak 
havoc  in  the  lives  of  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  low-income  families  ...It  just  doesn’t 
make  sense.  They’ve  got  to  be  able  to  see 
that.  " 

Learning  New  Tricks 

Gladys  Dalmau,  Plaza  del  Sol’s  Home 
Link  Mentor  Program  Teacher,  agrees. 
"Everybody’s  educable.  It’s  just  a matter 
of  approach.  It’s  like  a garden.  Not  all 
plants  and  vegetables  need  the  same 
amount  of  water  and  nutrients.  For  our 
students,  it’s  a matter  of  support  and  nur- 
turing to  help  them  problem-solve,  learn 
new  skills  and  succeed  in  the  challenges 
of  today." 

Hopefully,  this  wise  approach  will 
work  for  the  104th  Congress  as  well. 
They  don’t  have  to  learn  any  magic  tricks 
to  nurture  publicly  subsidized  housing. 
Successful  models  exist  all  over  the 
country.  It’s  simply  a matter  of  finding 
them,  walking  through  their  courtyards 
and  learning  what  works. 
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mission  broadsider 

by  andy  solow 


Much  Ado  About  Alcohol 

Effective  January  1,  1995,  several 
amendments  have  been  added  to  the 
California  Alcoholic  Beverage  Control 
(ABC)  Act  including:  a moratorium  on 
new  liquor  licenses  and  license  transfers 
in  areas  of  "undue  concentration,"  and 
new  statutory  conditions  which  require 
off-  sale  liquor  vendors  to  abate  loitering, 
drinking  and  graffiti  adjacent  to  their 
stores,  and  to  provide  exterior  lighting 
and  a clear  view  into  their  stores. 

However,  according  to  ABC  District 
Administrator  Michael  Tyrrell,  enforce- 
ment of  the  new  provisions  of  the  ABC 
Act  as  well  as  the  existing  ones  will  be 
difficult  at  best.  According  to  Tyrrell, 
there  are  currently  only  four  field  inves- 
tigators available  to  oversee  more  than 
6,000  liquor  licenses  operating  in  San 
Francisco  and  San  Mateo  Counties.  Tyr- 
rell further  stated  that  due  to  lack  of  per- 
sonnel, the  ABC  has  no  plans  to  notify  the 
licensees  of  the  changes  in  the  law  and  no 
intention  of  inspecting  the  licensees  en 
mass  to  verify  compliance.  Tyrrell’s  plan 
is  to  react  to  complaints  from  the  general 
public.  "The  affected  residents  should 
identify  the  worst  offenders  and  direct 
written  complaints  to  both  the  police 
department  and  the  ABC."  But,  accord- 
ing to  Tyrrell,  with  more  than  200  out- 
standing complaints  in  the  San  Francisco 
office,  there  is  no  guarantee  that  new 
complaints  will  be  acted  on. 

Meanwhile,  neither  the  Mission  liquor 
moratorium  nor  State  law  has  been  effec- 
tive in  preventing  liquor  license  transfers. 
Case  in  point: 

On  May  19, 1993,  in  order  to  avoid  a 
rent  increase,  Vicky  and  Hugo  Aldana, 


doing  business  as  La  Bodeguita,  peti- 
tioned the  Department  of  ABC  to  transfer 
their  off-sale  beer  and  wine  license  to 
2499  Folsom  Street,  immediately  across 
the  street  from  Jose  Coronado 

Playground  (formerly  Folsom 

Playground). 

When  the  Aldanas  became  aware  that 
protests  had  been  registered  against  their 
application,  they  then  petitioned  the  ABC 
for  a conditional  license. 

This  petition  was  not  opposed  by 
then-Mission  Station  Captain  George 
Kowalski.  However,  the  ABC  still  recom- 
mended that  the  Aldanas’  application  be 
denied. 

The  Aldanas  then  requested  a hear- 
ing, which  was  subsequently  held  on 
January  6,  1994,  before  Administrative 
Law  Judge  Robert  R.  Coffman.  The 
transcript  of  the  seven-hour  hearing  is  164 
pages  long. 

Prior  to  the  hearing.  Captain  Joaquin 
Santos  took  over  Mission  Station, 
reversed  Kowalski  and  recommended 
denial  of  the  liquor  license. 

At  the  January  1994  hearing,  Vicky 
Aldana  was  shown  18  color  photographs 
(received  in  evidence)  of  people  drinking 
and  urinating  in  public  in  the  vicinity  of 
2499  Folsom  Street  immediately  adjacent 
to  Jose  Coronado  Playground.  The  in- 
dividuals pictured  were  previously  iden- 
tified by  direct  testimony  as  habitual 
drunkards  who  frequent  the  vicinity  of 
21st  and  Folsom  on  a regular  basis. 

Reading  from  the  trial  transcript: 

Q (Solow):  You  said  that  you  don’t 
feel  that  you’re  responsible  once  the  beer 
or  wine  leaves  your  business  estab- 
lishment even  if  someone  notifies  you 
specifically  that  certain  persons  are  drink- 


ing the  alcohol  in  public  on  a regular  and 
habitual  basis? 

A (Vicky  Aldana):  That  is  basically 
circumstantial  evidence,  which  we’re  not 
covered  by  the  law  there.  We  can  only 

sell... . 

When  they  come  in,  they’re  not  drunk, 
and  they’re  over  21.  That’s  all  that  we  as 
a merchant  can  do.  We  hand  it  to  them, 
if  they  meet  those  two  requirements. 

We  don’t  know  if  they’re  having  a 
party  and  they  have  12-year-olds.  I don’t 
know.  We  weren’t  invited. 

Q:  And  you  don’t  know  if  they’re 
drinking  in  the  playground  even  if  you’ve 
been  told  that  they’re  drinking  in  the 
playground? 

A:  No. 

Q:  And  even  if  you’ve  seen  the  pic- 
tures of  them  drinking  in  the  playground. 
So  now,  in  fact,  Mrs.  Aldana,  if  you  saw 
any  of  those  people  coming  into  your  store 
and  you  had  a liquor  license,  would  you 
sell  them  beer  and  wine? 

A:  If  they’re  not  drunk,  yes. 

Q:  In  spite  of  those  photographs,  you 
would  sell  those  individuals  beer  and 
wine? 

A:  You  cannot  discriminate.  If  they’re 
not  drunk  and  they’re  over  21,  we  cannot 
say,  "No,  we  cannot  sell  it  to  you." 

Section  397  of  the  Public  Health  and 
Safety  Code  (title  10)  says:  "Every  person 
who  sells  or  furnishes,  or  causes  to  be  sold 
or  furnished,  intoxicating  liquors  to  any 
habitual  or  common  drunkard  ...  is  guilty 
of  a misdemeanor."  In  spite  of  the 
photographic  and  testimonial  evidence, 
Vicky  Aldana  repeatedly  stated  her  inten- 
tion to  sell  alcohol  to  individuals  specifi- 
cally identified  as  habitual  drunkards. 

In  February  1994,  Judge  Coffman  is- 
sued a proposed  decision  and  order, 
recommending  denial  of  the  Aldanas’ 
license  application.  Among  other  things, 
Judge  Coffman  found  that: 

"The  area  surrounding  the  proposed 
premises  is  one  subject  to  numerous  acts 
of  illegal  activities  and  violence,  including 
frequent  instances  of  intoxicated  adult 
males  attacking  and  harassing  residents, 


urinating  on  the  streets  and  sidewalks, 
drinking  alcoholic  beverages  in  public,  lit- 
tering the  area  with  alcoholic  beverage 
containers,  depositing  broken  alcoholic 
beverage  bottles  in  driveways  and  on  the 
sidewalk  and  street,  stealing,  breaking 
into  and  vandalizing  motor  vehicles  and 
yelling  vulgarities  at  residents.  Some  such 
activities  occur  daily  during  the  day  and 
night. 

"Since  the  former  store  at  the 
proposed  premises  discontinued*  selling 
alcoholic  beverages  in  approximately 
1992  and  the  applicants  vacated  their 
former  convenience  store  at  20th  and  Fol- 
som in  1993,  there  has  been  a noticeable 
improvement  in  the  area.  The  above- 
described  conditions  and  problems 
remain,  but  they  have  been  significantly 
reduced  in  scope  and  intensity,  par- 
ticularly at  the  park.  The  diminution  is 
largely  the  result  of  the  lack  of  off-sale 
premises  in  the  immediate  area. " 

Judge  Coffman  determined  that: 

"Evidence  was  overwhelming  that  the 
issuance  of  the  applied  for  license  would 
aggravate  the  conditions  described  in 
Finding  II  and  would  aggravate  a police 
problem." 

"The  normal  operation  of  the  premises 
would  unreasonably  interfere  with 
residents’  quiet  enjoyment  of  their 
property." 

On  March  10, 1994,  the  ABC  adopted 
Judge  Coffman’s  proposal  to  deny  the 
conditional  off-sale  beer  and  wine  license 
as  its  decision. 

The  Aldanas  then  retained  Ralph 
Barat  Saltsman,  Esq.,  an  ABC  appeals 
specialist  from  Los  Angeles,  and  ap- 
pealed the  decision  to  the  ABC  Appeals 
Board. 

On,  February  15,  1995,  the  Board 
found  that  the  record  on  appeal  was  not 
sufficiently  complete  for  it  to  render  a 
decision  and  remanded  the  matter  back  to 
the  trial  court  for  further  proceedings, 
including  the  taking  of  additional  tes- 
timony and  documentary  evidence. 


Imabori  Financial  Sources 

REAL  ESTATE  LOANS 

FIRST  PURCHASES  ■ SECOND  MORTGAGES 

REFINANCES  ■ EQUITY  UNES  OF  CREDIT 

■ Our  18  years  of  experience  provide  you  with  the  most 
advantageous  financing  for  your  circumstances. 

■ We  invest  the  time  to  successfully  close  the  more  difficult 
transactions. 

■ Come  talk  to  us,  even  if  you  have  been  turned  down 
for  a loan. 


Pat  Horton 

4155  A - 24th  Street 
(between  Castro  & Diamond) 
Phone  415  647-5735 


AVAILABLE  EVENINGS  & WEEKENDS 


A MINORITY-AND  WOMAN-OWNED  BUSINESS 


Restorante  and  Pizzaria 


Formerly  Luisa's  on  Castro 
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Homemade  Pasta -Homemade  Bread -Fabulous  Daily  Specials 

House  Specialty  * Calzone-Now  Serving  on  our  new  Patio 

Open  From  I lam  to  1 1 pm  • Now  Serving  Breakfast  * Food  To  Go 


FREE  Bruschetta  With  This  Ad 
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LANDMARK  LEAVES 
OPTOMETRIST  STAYS 


Dr.  Ronald  L.  Rubel,  a Mission 
District  optometrist  since  1963,  recently 
closed  his  office  at  3224  22nd  Street  and 
has  joined  the  office  of  Dr.  Bruce  Stamper 
at  2508  Mission  Street.  This  merger  com- 
bines two  of  the  oldest  optometric  prac- 
tices in  San  Francisco.  Dr.  Rubel’s 
practice  was  established  some  time  before 
1920  and  Dr.  Stamper’s,  which  now  spans 
three  generations,  in  1913. 

Curiosity  seekers  and  many  patients 
were  drawn  by  an  old-time  eyeglass  sign 
that  adorned  Dr.  Rubel’s  former  office  for 
many  years  and  was  made  famous  by  the 
"Ripley’s  Believe  It  or  Not."  The  sign 
dates  back  to  the  early  1920s  when  the 
office  was  occupied  by  the  founder,  Dr. 
R.A.  Gamble.  At  that  lime  it  read  just 
"R.A.  Gamble"  where  it  now  shows  "Dr. 


R.L.  Rubel."  Records  show  that  a Mr. 
B.C.  Lawson  thought  the  sign  could  imply 
that  glasses  are  a gamble.  So  he  sent  a 
sketch  of  the  sign  to  Ripley’s  and  it  was 
used  in  the  column  around  August  14, 
1937. 

Upon  contemplating  the  closing  of  his 
office  at  22nd  and  Mission,  Dr.  Rubel  was 
at  a loss  as  what  to  do  with  the  sign.  Even 
though  a Valencia  antiques  dealer  offered 
$1,000  for  it,  Dr.  Rubel  wanted  the  sign  to 
be  given  a good  home  in  a historical  set- 
ting. A patient,  Tamara  Hill,  suggested 
the  San  Francisco  Historical  Museum 
might  want  the  sign;  but  unfortunately  the 
museum  said  it  had  no  room.  But  Hill  also 
had  connections  with  the  Oakland 
Museum,  which  jumped  at  the  oppor- 
tunity to  showcase  the  unique  sign. 


FREE  LEAD  HAZARDS 
WORKSHOPS  OFFERED 


by  Rosanna  Jones 

On  February  18,  Centro  Del 
Pueblo  was  the  site  for  the  first  of  two 
workshops  for  Mission  residents  on  the 
hazards  of  lead  poisoning  in  children  and 
tenants’  rights.  Sponsored  by  St.  Peter’s 
Housing  Committee  and  Neighborhood 
Green  Corps,  a program  of  AmeriCorps, 
the  new  national  service  program,  the 
workshop  featured  various  informative 
speakers.  The  next  workshop  is  scheduled 
for  March  18. 

Lead,  a toxin  found  in  paint  made 
before  1960,  is  the  main  source  of  lead  in 
a child’s  environment.  (Other  sites  in  a 
house  can  also  expose  children  to  lead.) 
As  the  Mission  has  the  oldest  housing 
stock  in  San  Francisco,  there  is  a higher 
incidence  of  lead  poisoning  here  than  in 
other  City  districts.  Although  painting 
over  pre-existing  lead  paint  can  help, 
there  is  always  the  risk  of  the  paint  chip- 
ping and  peeling,  especially  around  doors 
and  windows.  Children  under  six  years  of 
age  are  most  affected,  as  lead  alters  the 
development  of  the  brain.  Constant  ex- 
posure to  this  toxin  can  lead  to  hyperac- 
tivity, learning  disabilities  and  even 
permanent  brain  damage. 

Leticia  Medina,  Health  Educator  at 
the  Department  of  Public  Health  (DPH), 
started  the  workshop  with  a slide  presen- 
tation summarizing  the  national  lead 
problem.  She  focused  on  specific 
problems  in  San  Francisco  and  outlined 
the  efforts  of  the  DPH’s  five-year 
Childhood  Lead  Poisoning  Prevention 
Program.  Answering  questions  from  the 
audience,  she  provided  an  interactive 
presentation  that  was  both  stimulating 
and  informative. 

Next,  Ted  Gullicksen  of  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Tenant’s  Union  spoke  about 
specific  legislation  now  being  drafted  to 


combat  the  lead  hazards  in  San  Francisco. 
He  also  advised  the  participants  on  how 
to  get  involved  in  these  issues. 

A volunteer  at  PODER!,  a community 
organization  that  has  operated  an  effec- 
tive campaign  against  childhood  lead 
poisoning  for  the  last  two  years,,  shared 
her  experiences  with  both  having  a child 
test  positive  for  lead  poisoning  and  deal- 
ing with  her  landlord. 

Finally,  Neli  Palma,  director  of  St. 
Peter’s,  completed  the  workshop  with  an 
overview  of  property  owners’  respon- 
sibilities to  their  renters.  Fielding  ques- 
tions from  the  audience  and  distributing 
booklets  entitled  "Sus  derechos  como  in- 
quilinos"  - "Your  rights  as  tenants"  --  she 
provided  an  educational  presentation  for 
Mission  District  renters. 

Because  85  percent  of  Mission  resi- 
dents rent  their  homes,  there  is  a need  for 
a tenants’  rights  group  like  St.  Peter’s,  a 
nonproGt,  grassroots  organizabon  dedi- 
cated to  resolving  property-owner/tenant 
disputes.  It  has  won  thousands  of  cases 
brought  before  the  Rent  Board  since 
1985. 

Before  and  after  the  speakers,  com- 
munity service  organizations  provided  in- 
formation to  workshop  attendees. 
Included  were  the  Women,  Infants  and 
Children  (WIC)  Supplemental  Food  Pro- 
gram; Family  Violence  Prevention  Fund 
and  two  programs  of  the  Economic  Op- 
portunity Council,  the  Nutrition  and 
Weatherization  programs. 

The  Saturday,  March  18  workshop  will 
be  held  at  10  a.m.  at  St.  Peter’s  Housing 
Committee,  2915  24th  Street.  It  is  in  both 
Spanish  and  English.  Childcare  and 
refreshments  are  provided,  and  everyone 
is  welcome.  For  more  information  please 
call  282-8877. 
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La  Historia 
(The  Story) 

by  Roberto  Eligio  Alfaro 
(Latinismo  — One  Two  Crew) 

"Shots!  Shots ! - Outside ...  What  do  we 
dor 

"Whatr  I answered.  "Don ’t  trip  off  it  ... 
it's  nothing.” 

Walking  home,  a bunch  of  vatos  who 
are  in  a gang  confront  me  in  my  own 
neighborhood,  and  I never  have  seen 
them  before.  "Ay,  give  me  a dollar!" 

"Sorry,  homes,  I don’t  got  it!" 

"What!"  he  says.  As  I continue  to  walk 
away,  "You  don’t  got  what\"  As  he  stands 
up  and  follows  me,  looks  my  way  with  a 
mean-ass  face.  "Look,  homes ..."  As  I start 
to  giggle  because  he’s  so  small  and  I’m  so 
big.  "I  don’t  got  sh ..."  before  I could  finish, 
his  homie  jumps  in  it,  "Look,  ese,  he  don’t 
got  shit;  leave  him  alone." 

"Naw,  fuck,  man  ...  but,"  then  his 
homeboy  grabs  him  and  flags  me  away  and 
I say  thanks.  While  I continue  to  walk 
another  maybe  block  as  I hit  the  comer  to 
the  street  where  my  house  is  at. 

Walking  down  the  street  I see  another 
group  of  homies  talking  in  a little  circle  in 
front  of  my  house;  and  one  of  them  says, 
"Got  a quarter?"  By  this  time  I’m  feeling 
like  I should  have  had  some  money  be- 
cause I felt  like  "Bank  of  Apartheid"  was 
written  on  my  forehead.  Anyways,  I 
responded^  "Naw,  bro  ...  don’t  got  shit." 
He  said,  "Aw,  alright,"  and  continued  to 
smoke  what  looked  and  smelled  like 


cronic  (good  marijuana),  so  I walked  in 
and  started  to  watch  television. 

CNN  is  on  and  some  Anglo  says,  "The 
violence  in  inner  cities  is  at  an  all-time 
high,  and  now  back  to  the  O J.  Simpson 
trial."  I laugh  and  change  the  channel. 
Then  at  night  as  I fall  asleep,  I hear, 
"Ahhh!  Help  me,  anyone,  please!"  And  I 
close  my  eyes  in  my  bed  and  say  to  myself, 
"Damn,  when’s  this  shit  gonna  end?" 

There  isn’t  anyone  around  my  house 
who  hasn’t  gone  through  or  done  some- 
thing like  my  story.  But  there  are  a whole 
fucking  lot  of  people  who  don’t  do  jack 
shit  about  their  community.  To  myself, 
gang  members  aren’t  the  problem. 
They’re,  if  anything,  victims  of  a society 
that  hates  strong,  healthy  and  powerful 
Chicano/Latinos  to  learn  and  have  a 
voice. 

I truly  believe  there  are  people  in  this 
City  who  are  truly  trying  to  destroy  people 
of  color  who  have  strong  positions  in  the 
power  structure  (who  are  down  for  the 
brown).  So  that  not  only  Chicano/Latinos 
will  fail,  but  Asians,  Blacks  and  low-in- 
come Whites  are  affected  and  put  down. 
It’s  not  the  "system,"  Raza,  it’s  individual 
motherfuckers  who  manipulate,  destroy, 
use  and  unfortunately  run  the  system. 

I am  urging  all  my  gente  in  any  barrio 
to  politicize;  and  if  you  don’t  want  to  do 
that,  then  at  least  register  to  vote  so  that 
these pendejo-d&s  politicos  (and  some  are 
brown)  don’t  do  u s,  la  gente  yjuventud  (the 
people  and  youth)  wrong,  because  the 
Mision  will  always  be  El  Barrio. 

P.S.  Don’t  be  so  serious;  it’s  not  that 
fucked  up!  (Yeah,  right.) 
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RENT  BOARD  ATTACKS 
PROPOSITION  I 


by  Ted  Gullicksen 

X oo  many  voters  are  already  feel- 
ing that  public  officials  hold  nothing  but 
contempt  for  us  average  citizens. 

Yet  it  was  still  surprising  when  the  San 
Francisco  Rent  Board  decided  to  provide 
immediate  and  substantial  rent  increases 
for  apartments  brought  under  rent  con- 
trol by  1994’s  Proposition  I.  Even  more 
surprising  was  that  the  Rent  Board  chose 
to  do  this  despite  the  fact  that  Proposition 
I had  language  specifically  prohibiting 
such  increases. 

For  many  people,  already  cynical  and 
no  longer  among  the  "voters,"  the  Board’s 
action  was  no  surprise.  It  was  expected, 
in  fact.  "If  voting  could  change  anything, 
they’d  outlaw  it,"  is  how  they  explained  the 
Rent  Board’s  snubbing  its  nose  at  the 
voters.  But  for  those  of  us  who  still  hold  a 
smidgen  of  hope  that  democracy  remains 
alive,  it  was  depressing.  Proposition  I was 
a true  citizens’  initiative.  It  arrived  on  the 
ballot  following  a Citywide  Tenants’  Con- 
vention, a gathering  of  rank-and-file 
renters  who  were  fed  up  with  the  ongoing 
evictions  and  rent  increases  in  small 
apartment  buildings.  Volunteers  devoted 
spring  and  early  summer  weekends  to  col- 
lecting signatures  to  put  Proposition  1 on 
the  ballot.  Once  it  was  on  the  ballot,  these 
same  volunteers  walked  door  to  door 
throughout  the  City  to  deliver  literature. 
With  a meager  grassroots  budget  of  under 
$9,000  (compared  with  the  landlords’ 
nearly  $100,000),  Proposition  I won  on 
Election  Day. 

That  should  have  been  the  end  of  that, 
but  landlords  are  not  used  to  losing  (ap- 
parently feeling  they  had  bought  the  elec- 
tion fair  and  square).  They  took  their 
whining  to  the  Mayor  Jordan-appointed 
Rent  Board  and  convinced  it  to  grant  per- 
mission for  immediate  rent  increases  on 
Proposition  I-covered  apartments.  Ap- 
parently persuaded  by  such  stellar  argu- 
ments as  "we  didn’t  lose  by  much,"  to  the 


amazement  of  many,  the  Board  gave  the 
landlords  a huge  consolation  prize  in  the 
form  of  one  last,  free  and  unlimited  rent 
increase.  This  decision  was  totally  against 
the  letter  and  spirit  of  Proposition  I — 
exactly  what  the  voters  had  decided  not  to 
do. 

Now,  months  after  having  won  the 
election,  tenants  are  still  fighting  for 
Proposition  I.  Luckily,  some  politicians 
still  believe  in  democracy;  and  Super- 
visors Bierman  and  Ammiano  have  put 
forth  legislation  to  repeal  the  Rent 
Board’s  action.  Tenants  hope  that  six 
other  Supervisors  will  also  support 
democracy  and  vote  in  favor  of  the  Bier- 
man legislation.  Also,  the  Tenant’s  Union 
has  Hied  a lawsuit  against  the  Rent  Board; 
and  the  courts  will  rule  on  the  Board’s 
action  in  the  next  few  months.  In  wake  of 
this,  the  Board  has  agreed  to  put  a hold  on 
any  rent  increases  related  to  Proposition 
I until  at  least  the  end  of  March. 

Tenants  will  likely  prevail  in  this  battle 
just  as  we  prevailed  in  the  campaign.  It  is 
difficult  to  be  optimistic  when  watching 
Washington  dismantle  the  constitution, 
politicians  scapegoat  people  who  are 
homeless,  and  demagogues  prey  on 
peoples’  fear  of  crime.  But  there  are 
probably  still  enough  people  who  believe 
in  democracy  who  will  stand  up  and  stop 
the  Rent  Board. 

What  is  dismaying  is  that  the  Rent 
Board  would  even  think  of  doing  what  it 
did.  Right  before  the  Tenant’s  Union  filed 
its  lawsuit  to  uphold  the  1994  election 
results,  1 had  been  in  court  facing  criminal 
charges  stemming  from  an  attempt  to 
house  homeless  people  in  a vacant  build- 
ing. And  on  my  way  from  one  courtroom 
to  another,  I thought  of  what  sad  times 
we’re  living  in  when  I need  to  spend  a 
morning  trying  to  keep  myself  out  of  jail 
for  wanting  to  house  people  and  then 
need  to  go  to  another  court  to  file  a lawsuit 
to  uphold  election  results. 
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PROGRESSIVES  WANT  TO 
BREAK  THE  CONTRACT 


by  Frank  Stauf 

Wi*  the  Republicans’  "Contract 
With  America"  hanging  over  our  heads 
like  the  sword  of  Damocles,  and  the 
Democrats  more  concerned  with  saving 
their  own  skins  than  ours,  it  comes  as  no 
surprise  to  see  the  progressive  movement 
begin  to  rouse  itself  again  - this  time  as 
"The  National  People’s  Campaign". 

A preliminary  planning  meeting  of  the 
NPC  was  held  here  in  the  Mission  on 
Saturday  February  11th  at  the  Women’s 
Building.  An  estimated  75  or  80  people 
showed  up,  including  members  of  just 
about  every  Bay  Area  grass  roots  lefty 
organization  imaginable.  Supervisor 
Terence  Hallinan,  the  only  person  to  wear 
a suit,  gave  a brief  pep  talk  before  depart- 
ing for  a funeral.  A second  Mission  dis- 
trict gathering  on  these  issues  is 
scheduled  for  March  18th  at  Mission 
High  School. 

At  the  February  meeting,  Gloria  La 
Riva  gave  a somewhat  longer  speech,  as 
did  others  in  attendance.  The  "Contract 
On  America"  was  described  as  (to  quote 
an  NPC  flyer): 

"A  rich  man’s  war  against  all  working 
& poor  people,  people  of  color,  youth, 
women  & abortion  rights,  the  lesbian  & 
gay  community,  welfare,  unions,  im- 
migrants, health  care...the  environment, 
education,  the  arts,  public  broadcast- 
ing..." 

All  true,  as  anyone  knows  who’s  heard 
the  right-wing  pundits  gloating  on  t.v.  and 
radio.  The  problem  is,  that’s  all  one  hears 
on  t.v.  and  radio,  and  the  radical  left  must 
bear  some  responsibility  for  this.  Even 
the  plainest  truth  becomes  discredited  in 


the  public  mind  when  it  is  associated  with 
the  level  of  immaturity  displayed  at  some 
political  marches  and  rallies  - and  isn’t 
the  public  mind  what  the  National 
People’s  Campaign  must  speak  to  if  it  is 
to  have  any  positive  impact  at  all? 

An  NPC  "Fight  the  Right"  rally  will  be 
held  in  New  York  City  on  March  4th.  The 
event  looks  promising:  Ramsey  Clark  will 
be  there,  and  Alice  Walker,  William 
Kunstler,  our  own  Tom  Ammiano,  Tom 
Hayden,  Dennis  Banks.. .and  Casey 
Kasem.  Let’s  hope  we  get  a good  turn- 
out, and  some  good  news  coverage  for  a 
change  --  but  then,  you  know  how  the  story 
will  be  reported:  "10,000  fruitcakes 

gathered  in  New  York  today..." 

This  time,  let’s  not  be  satisfied  with 
blaming  "the  corporate-controlled 
media".  Let’s  remember,  after  all,  that 
"The  People"  is  not  some  abstract  Rous- 
seauesque  concept,  not  some  mythical 
beast  grazing  on  health  food  while  being 
oppressed  by  whitey.  The  People  is 
everybody,  including  whitey,  including  all 
us  t.v.- watching,  junk-food-eating,  cor- 
porate-employed boobs.  When  The 
People  come  home  horn  their  exhausting 
jobs,  pay  their  bills,  turn  on  their  boob 
tubes  and  see  the  Rousseauesque  concept 
blocking  traffic  and  yelling  like  a baby  on 
the  6:00  o’clock  news,  they  do  not  take 
these  demonstrations  seriously.  Why 
should  they? 

This  is  the  challenge  facing  the  Na- 
tional People’s  Campaign:  to  find  new 
tactics,  stop  preaching  to  the  converted, 
learn  how  to  speak  to  the  concerns  of 
ordinary  people  without  alienating  them. 
Maybe  the  rally  in  New  York  will  get  a 
message  through.  Let’s  hope.  The  truth 
deserves  a voice  that  will  be  heard. 
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187  PARANOIA  THINS  HEALTH  FAIR  ATTENDANCE 


by  Steve  Beminger 

On  Saturday,  February  25,  the 
Mission  Neighborhood  Health  Center’s 
(MNHC)  19th  annual  health  fair  again 
provided  the  Mission  community  with  a 
wide  range  of  free  health  services.  If  any- 
thing was  lacking  from  this  year’s  event,  it 
was  the  long  line  to  enter  the  building,  an 
absence  which  many  volunteers  at- 
tributed to  the  controversial  Proposition 
187.  This  year’s  fair  drew  200  people, 
which  despite  increased  media  promo- 
tion, was  down  from  the  500  who  attended 
last  year. 

Co-sponsored  by  Chicanos  and 
Latinos  in  Health  Education  (CHE)  at 
UCSF,  the  event  is  an  adjunct  to  MNHC’s 
everyday  services  to  medically  under- 
served  residents  of  the  Mission  District. 
The  fair  was  made  possible  thanks  to 
medical  students  from  UCSF,  Berkeley 
and  Stanford;  other  health  professionals 
who  volunteered  their  Saturday;  and  the 
medical  facilities  who  donated  equip- 
ment, such  as  the  mammogram  van.  Ser- 
vices offered  at  the  health  fair  included: 
testing  for  the  HIV  virus  and  tuberculosis 
infection;  dental  screenings;  podiatry 
consultations;  and  blood  pressure, 
cholesterol  and  diabetes  tests.  In  addi- 
tion, volunteers  answered  questions  at  in- 
formation booths;  and  videotapes  taught 
visitors  self-help  methods  for  other  health 
concerns. 

The  event  was  publicized  extensively 
through  fliers  circulated  throughout  the 
Mission,  and  via  radio  and  television.  In 
addition,  visitors  were  assured  in  advance 
that  they  would  not  be  required  to  show 


any  proof  of  citizenship  or  residency. 
Despite  this,  paranoia  about  Prop  lff7 
lingered. 

"Normally,  people  take  advantage  of 
free  health  care,"  UCSF  volunteer  Marco 
Diaz  said.  "But  the  numbers  are  definitely 
down  this  year."  A fellow  volunteer 
added,  "Last  year  we  had  to  turn  about  100 
people  away." 

Prop  187,  the  ballot  initiative  Califor- 
nians passed  by  59  to  41  percent  last  fall, 
seeks  to  deny  illegal  immigrants  of  health, 
welfare  and  education  services.  Although 
the  enactment  of  certain  aspects  of  the 
proposition  has  been  temporarily  stalled 
by  a federal  injunction,  there  remains  an 
underlying  fear  among  many  immigrants; 
and  many  of  them  distrust  institutions 
now  legally  empowered  to  turn  them  in. 
Monica  Quezada,  CHE  volunteer,  said, 
"There’s  a real  anti-immigration  feeling 
out  there  that  seems  to  get  stronger  with 
every  new  administration.  Something  sys- 
temic needs  to  be  done." 

One  woman  attending  the  fair  who 
asked  not  to  be  identified  admitted  that 
she  knew  people  who  stayed  home  this 
year  rather  than  attend  the  health  fair 
because  they  were  afraid  their  citizenship 
status  could  be  exposed,  despite  the  fact 
that  MNHC  has  made  it  clear  this  would 
not  happen.  She  said,  "They  did  not  want 
to  chance  it.  Some  people  tell  them  one 
thing  and  then  they  hear  something  dif- 
ferent. They’re  real  scared." 

But  Gladys  Sandlin,  executive  director 
of  MNHC,  wants  to  reassure  the  com- 
munity that  no  risk  is  involved.  "We’re 
interested  in  health  status,  not  immigra- 
tion status,  she  said. 


ALL  AGES  NEEDED  FOR 


PAID  RESEARCH  PROJECTS 
CALL  MARY  AT  986-0500  FOR  SIGN 


Jose  L.  Reyes  gets  a cholesteral  test  at  the  health  fair.  Photo  by  Eugene  Kettner 


The  fair,  which  historically  has  been 
accompanied  by  a street  party  with  musi- 
cal groups  and  dancing,  is  just  one  ex- 
ample of  the  integral  part  MNHC  plays  in 
the  Mission  community.  The  organiza- 
tion has  existed  since  1968;  sees  ap- 
proximately 350  people  per  day,  and  is 
funded  through  federal,  state  and  City 
grants. 

Despite  the  effects  of  Prop  187, 
Sandlin  sees  MHNC’s  role  continuing. 
"We  noticed  a drop  in  the  numbers  (of 
daily  visitors  to  MNHC]  around  Novem- 


ber and  December,  but  they’re  picking  up 
again."  The  resurgence,  she  feels,  may  be 
due  to  the  fading  of  initial  paranoia,  as 
well  as  the  federal  injunction.  She  hopes 
that  people  will  continue  to  come  for- 
ward. "Through  the  fair,  we  wanted  to  let 
people  know  we’ve  been  here  28  years  and 
we’ll  be  here  if  and  when  Prop  187  goes 
into  effect." 

MNHC  is  located  at  240 Shotwell  Street 
and  is  open  Monday,  Tuesday,  Thursday 
and  Friday  from  9:15  a.m.  to  5:30  p.m.  and 
Wednesday  9:15  a.m.  to  10:30  p.m. 


It's  Coming. . . 

The 

City  Voice 


The  100th  Birthday  of  the  M.H.  de  Young  Memorial  Museum 


SATURDAY 


March  25,  1995  - 10  am  to  5 pm 

Celebrate  a century  of  art  at  the  de  Young  with  free  admission  to  the  museum  and 
the  opening  of  the  special  centennial  exhibition,  Monet:  Late  Paintings  of  Giverny  from 
the  Musee  Marmottan.  Festivities  will  include  children’s  art  activities  and  entertainment. 
Also  joining  us,  San  Francisco  Chronicle  cartoonist  Phil  Frank  to  sign  the  cartoon  book 
he  created  especially  for  the  de  Young’s  100th  birthday.  The  first  500  will  be  given  away 
free.  Admission  to  the  museum  is  free  for  everyone  on  Centennial  Saturday,  but  free 
tickets  must  be  obtained  in  advance  for  the  Monet  exhibition. 

Tickets  will  be  available  from  February  25  through  March  15  at  the  following  locations:  the  de  Young 
Museum,  Wed.  - Sun.,  10  am  to  4 pm;  the  Bayview  Opera  House;  Center  for  African  and  African  American 
Art  and  Culture;  Chinatown  Community  Arts  Program;  Mission  Cultural  Center;  South  of  Market  Cultural 
Center;  and  BASS  Ticket  Centers  at  all  Tower  Records.  The  $1  convenience  fee  at  Tower  Records  will  be 
donated  to  the  de  Young  by  Tower  and  BASS  Tickets. 

A free  shuttle — every  10  minutes — will  be  available  from  the  UCSF  staff  parking  garage  to  the 
museum.  For  more  information  on  Monet,  Centennial  Saturday,  convenient  parking,  and  more,  please  call 
the  museum  Hot  Line  at  863-3330. 


MTRJDIJW 

TsycifoTtfTiixpy  stjcvices 


Tmpathic  Therapy 
for 

Individuals  and  Couples 


Day.  Cwninf  and-  Saturday  AppoiattnsaLy 

AffordabUft** 

In^uxu\c^accapCut 

Convenient  San-  FrancUar  Location 


(415)  4 &?  ‘ 6229 


Diverse  Cufturaf  Awareness 
Sensitivity  to  Sexuat Orientation 


S3 


MARCH  28,1995 

Nearly  14  million  Americans  have 
diabetes.  Half  do  not  know  they 
have  this  serious  disease  which 
has  no  cure.  Are  vou  at  risk? 

Call  the  American  Diabetes 
Association  at  1 -800-DIABETES 
(1-800-342-2383)  today  to  receive 
a free  copy  of  our  risk  test, 
a program  of 

A American 
Diabetes 
. Association. 

Until  there's  a cure,  there's  the 
American  Diabetes  Association. 


FADE  14  NEW  MISSION  NEWS  MARCH  1995 

THE  COCONUT  CHRONICLES 


by  Cecilia  Berber 

I’m  a coconut.  Brown  on  the  outside 
and  white  inside.  I’m  not  proud  of  it,  but 
I’m  not  trying  to  be  ashamed  of  it  either. 
It  was  the  way  I was  raised.  My  chances 
for  success  in  America  had  to  do  with  how 
well  I could  emulate  whites,  blend  in. 
That’s  what  assimilation  is  all  about.  Or 
rather,  what  it  appears  to  have  been  about 
to  my  parents  and  probably  a lot  of  first- 
generation  Hispanics. 

So  what  have  I become?  A non-white 
white  person.  A second-rate  white 
woman,  floating  like  a ghost  between  two 
identities.  I make  brief  excursions  into 
that  colorful,  exotic  culture  that’s  sup- 
posed to  be  mine;  but  I have  difficulty 
relating  to  it,  since  I got  so  many  mixed 
messages  about  it  growing  up. 

I sensed  my  mother’s  shame  when  she 
told  me  to  be  proud  of  being  Mexican,  but 
was  embarassed  by  her  maiden  name, 
Lopez,  which  she  thought  sounded  low- 
class.  It  is  shame  I carry  because  my  father 
denied  being  Mexican.  He  said  he  was 
Spanish  and  German,  his  Mexican 
nationality  notwithstanding. 

Even  if  my  father  weren’t  dead,  I 
couldn’t  depend  on  him  telling  me  the 
truth  about  this.  1 feel  a sense  of  despair 
and  grief  because  that  uncertainty  about 
my  father  can  never  be  resolved.  Further- 
more, I can  no  longer  deny  that  my 
father’s  self-conferred  white  superiority 


was  a way  to  distance  himself  from  his 
Mexican  wife  and  children. 

So  there  was  buried  shame,  denial  and 
honest  confusion  when,  growing  up,  I told 
people  I was  Spanish  rather  than 
Mexican.  I somehow  knew  "Spanish"  was 
more  acceptible. 

How  does  one  reclaim  something  she 
learned,  on  a very  deep  and  ancient  level, 
to  be  ashamed  of? 

When  I look  into  this  I see  that  the 
shame  isn’t  horn  not  being  white.  It’s  from 
betraying  myself  and  my  beautiful 
heritage  to  be  something  I’m  not. 

Images  from  a program  on  archeologi- 
cal digs  in  Mexico  come  to  mind:  the  back- 
breaking removal  of  jungle,  debris,  rocks, 
to  the  final  painstaking  steps  of  dusting 
artifacts  with  camel  hair  brushes.  Perhaps 
for  me,  this  search  is  a kind  of  mutual  dig: 
my  own  inner  artifacts  calling  from  forgot- 
ten depths;  and  me  reaching  down  to 
them,  bringing  them  to  light,  dusting  them 
off  to  see  what  I have. 

Maybe  I will  never  fully  integrate  those 
precious  parts  of  myself.  Maybe  I will 
never  have  such  facility  with  Spanish  lan- 
guage or  Hispanic  culture  that  I could 
take  them  for  granted.  Maybe  I will  always 
feel  like  an  outsider  and  always  be  recog- 
nized as  one  by  whites  and  Hispanics. 
Nevertheless,  the  one  part  of  my  heritage 
I am  certain  of  is  Mexican.  It’s  mine,  and 
I’ll  take  it  any  way  I can. 

PART  TWO  NEXT  MONTH 


Books  And  Toys  For  Grown-ups 

A clean,  well-lighted  place  for  women  and  men 
(and  parents!)  to  shop  for  sex  toys,  books  and 
videos.  From  enlightening  advice,  to  electrifying 
erotica,  you'll  find  it  at 

GOOD  VIBRATIONS 

1210  Valencia  (between  23rd  and  24th  Streets) 
Open  every  da ly  II  a.m.  - 7 p m..  974-8980 


SPECIAL  ST.  PATRICK’S  DAY  SHOW 


ESTA  NOCHE 


3079  SIXTEENTH  STREET  (415)  851-5767 

BETWEEN  MISSION  & VALENCIA 


ST.  PATRICK’S  DAY 
CELEBRATION 


FRIDAY,  MARCH  17TH 


LOX  CREAM  CHEESE  SPREADS 
SPINELLI  COFFEE  N.Y.  TIMES  DAILY 

3147  16TH  ST.  TEL.  552-9122 
M-F  6 TO  5/ SAT  7 TO  5 
SUN  7 TO  4 

10AM  - 6PM 
MONDAY  - SATURDAY 

HARRINGTON  BROS. 

FURNISHINGS  & ANTIQUES 

599  VALENCIA  (at  17th) 

861-7300 


WE  BUY  & SELL  EVERYTHING 
FOR  HOME  AND  OFFICE 
OLD  & LIKE  NEW  & ANTIQUE 

MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  ACCEPTED 
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[by  C.  M.  Collins 

mmmm 


Less  than  ninety  days  to  May  27,  but 
many  groups  are  still  on  the  bubble 
with  others  planning  to  break  the 
rarely  exceeded  200  band-members 
threshold.  This  is  the  big  UN50\World  Peace 
year  mentioned  much  these  last  few  years  so 
we  can  expect  some  special  one-time  only 
entrees  from  afar  (The  United  Nations  was 
created  here  50  years  ago.)  According  to  the 
main  man,  Marcus  Gordon  of  KfECA , we  11 
be  seeing  a 40-piece  youth  percussion 
orchestra  (batcria)  from  Sweden,  a French 
School  collaboration  with  Nice,  France 
Carnival  scholar  Annie  Ccdro  and  a still  on 
again  off  again  rumor  of  “the  Russians  are 
coming.”...  There  arc  plenty  of  international 
conferences  planned  for  San  Francisco  from 
April  to  June  30  and  perhaps  some  of  them 
will  want  to  add  a celebratory  flavor  to  their 
proceedings  by  connecting  with  the  Camaval 
Spirit  (415/989-1995  to  get  a program) 
Contrary  to  early  expectations,  the  “UN 50 
Celebration"  has  no  celebration  dollars,  big 
downtown  sugar  daddy  Walter  Shorcnstcin 
recently  tried  to  pump  some  excitement  into 
the  event  by  calling  for  a fund  of  5-million  (he 
put  in  the  first  mill)  but  most  hopes  are  now 
centered  on  a June  visit  from  President  Bill 
and  1st  lady  Hillary  Clinton.  SF 

Redevelopment,  at  one  time  the  focus  of  much 
energy  and  hope  for  UN50  bucks  by  former 
MECA  executive  director  Roberto 
Hernandez,  has  contented  itself  with  dangling 
a much  smaller  amount  of  $80,000  that 
fairness  would  require  them  to  award  since 
San  Francisco  Chinese  and  African-American 
communities  have  each  received  this  sum  for 
inconsequential  street  fairs  annually  for  some 
time.  One  of  these  years  a forward  flunking 
entity  will  be  responsible  for  getting  the  big 
business  community  to  discover  the  broad 
benefits  of  being  part  of  the  largest  unity  event 
in  Northern  California,  a.k.a.  CarnQVOhSan 
Francisco  (C’SF)  but  UN50-1995  does  not 
seem  to  be  the  breakthrough  vehicle. 

IT 


Bea  Watson's  MASQued  ReveIers  will  b£ 

CElEbNRATiNQ  TklEIR  lOlh  ANNIVERSARY  iN  pARAdE 

THEME  WATCH:  The  official  C’SF  ‘95 
theme  “World  Peace  ” (w\  UN50)  is  very 
popular  and  inspirational.  These  just  in:  A 
Passion  for  Peace  (Oju  Oba),  Peace  & 
Love  ( Masqucd  Revelers)  andJMAGINE  a 
tribute  to  John  Lennon  and  his  message 
of  peace  ( Samba  do  Coracao ) with  the  big 
tie-in  by  the  defending  champ  D 'Midas 

International  of  California EBONY  & 

IVORY  One  World  One  People  whose 
famous  designer  Stephen  Derrick  is  advancing 
his  theme  by  having  all  thirteen  of  his  bands 
do  this  same  theme  beginning  with  Port-of- 
Spain,  Trinidad ...  Seems  like  the  parade  keeps 
getting  more  strollers  (baby  that  is)  Last 
year’s  C’94  Countdown  poster  artist  & All  Ah 
We  dancer  Karim  Lusebrink  gave  birth  2/19 
to  a baby  girl.  ( Yes,  a May  Carnival  can  bring 
a February  stork  visit.)  At  SF  Pier  3’s  BrazII, 
BRAsil  Show.  Consiecao  Damasco  on  how  her 
expected  April  baby  would  effect  Ginga 
Brazil's  C’SF  plans,  “Just  another  costume  to 
make.”  Boat  action  cont.:  Pier  3 on  Friday 
features  an  excellent  new  band,  Sombrasil 
DJ’s  Elvira  & Eric  of  KPFA,  & dynamic 
Aquerella  floor  show  Who  knows  what  this 
might  lead  too,  to  catch  Toronto  Carnival 
spirit  you  are  required  to  do  a great  lake 
cruise...  This  years  26th  annual  Galleria 
Camaval  Ball  may  have  been  best  ever, 
legendary  Emilina  with  our  own  Lisa  & 
Celia  belted  out  the  Brazilian  anthems  in 
angelic  fashion,  Maria  Sousa  was  everywhere 
in  over  a dozen  costumes,  and  Escola  Nova  de 
Samba's  Dema  Pellegrini  really  popped  the 
the  cool  crowd’s  eyeballs  w\  her  flashy  outfit 


for  the  costume  contest  . . Congrats  to 
Neto  for  getting  back  his  old  club  Bahia 
Cabana  (at  Franklin  & Market)  back  in  time 
to  host  this  year’s  C’SF-95  seasr- 


ButwudM"lnn  (M.ru,e  a1  ywca 

Ever  wish  you  were  a King  or  Queen?  Sat. 
4/1 , at  CAKibee  Dance  in  Oakland  (nr  BART)  is 
your  golden  opportunity  to  be  part  of  C’SF 
history  forever.  Be  crowned  by  last  year's 
royalty.  Queen  of  Smiles  Denise  Joseph  & 
King  of  Imagination  Mario  Pablo  Chacon 
but  you  must  pre-register  by  contacting  MECA 
826-1401...  Please  welcome  back  our  pilgrims 
returning  from  the  great  celebration  of  life 
events  in  Brazil,  Trinidad,  New  Orleans, 
Bolivia,  and  wherever  the  community  spirit 
lets  imagination  take  over.  Of  particular  note. 
Carmen  DeArce  the  TV  color  expert,  with 
guides  Betho  Filho  and  Rossana  Brito  ( Orixa 
Ba  Ba  A Oju  Oba)  took  20  plus  to  the  African 
Diaspora  capital  of  Brazil,  Salvador— Bahia. 
Meanwhile  Mestre  Beicola  ( Samboa  in  C’94) 
with  Fernando  DcSanJines  and  Mary  Dollar 
(Samba  do  Coracao)  did  Rio  where  the  samba 
schools  just  took  controversial  control  of  the 
awesome  parade.  Ferocious  bundle  of  energy, 
float-builder  Kip  Farris,  coming  ofT  a 
stunning  bit  of  work  in  the  Chinese  New  Year 
Parade  is  also  in  Brazil  soaking  up 
inspiration.... Meanwhile  7 miles  off  the  coast 
of  Venezuela,  Trinidad,  a magical  country  of 
2.5  million  multicultural  inhabitants  held  the 
greatest  annual  living  art  festival  of  the  world, 
(live  on<e,  die  forever1)  Stephen  & Colleen 
TifTenson  (Mas  Maker  Massive),  Celesse 
Johnson  (D  ’Midas)  (recuperating  from  back 
surgery)  and  many  others  including  this 
Camavelesco  basked  in  the  glorious,  uplifting 
energy  of  this  Carnival  culture  which  knows 
only  two  seasons—  before  and  after  Carnival. 
ELITE  ART  & CARNAVAL:  The  Sunday 
Pink,  (our  declining  art  publication  of  record) 
had  a provacativc  2/19  cover  Bill  Jones,  the 
gay,  black,  dance  poobah  w\  his  quote  “the 
only  thing  we  can  do  in  the  face  of  mortality,  I 
say,  is  dance.”  He  was  responding  to  a 
brouhaha  that  “victim  art”  was  beyond 
criticism  because  it  went  after  audience  pity  by 
raising  new  questions  about  the  blurring  lines 
between  art  & spirituality,  “ like  how  to  be 
spontaneous,  like  that  blend  of  eroticism  and 
spirituality.  We  have  rituals  within  our 
tradition  that  allow  the  overage  person  to 
testify.”  he  said  Same  issue  visual  art  critic, 
Kenneth  Baker,  began  by  questioning  the 
validity  of  an  art  aesthetic  where  “rarely  do 
people  respond  to  ambitious  contemporary  art 
without  a specialized  knowledge  of  it.”  Put 
that  in  your  C’95  grant  proposals. 

SIGHTED:  doing  lunch  at  the  Cuba 

Restaurant  on  16th  St,  former  MECA  CEO 
Roberto  Hernandez  and  one  of  C’SF’s  more 
empowered  patrons,  Henry  Trim  (I’d 
speculate  but  I promised  not  to).... Roberto 
most  recently  organized  a Camaval  section  for 
the  49er  victory  parade  up  Market  Street  and 
is  living  in  the  Mission.  .. Recent  Chinese  New 
Year  Parade  leaped  to  new  heights  w\  its 
Travel  Channel  debut  & JADE  $$  ( a new 
motion  picture  by  W.Friedkin)  innovations  inc\ 
staged  TV  martial  art  gang  fights,  GAPA  & 
creative  dragons...  Shameful  that  SFUSD  hires 
only  enough  music  instructors  to  field  a single 
parade  band-  Luther  Burbank  Middle  School, 
all  our  parades  including  49er  deserve  better  - 
...  Southland  Band  launch/  costume  debut 
Grand  Champ  D 'Midas  3/4  9pm  MofTett  Club 
Mtn  View  (info  408\259-3144)  featuring 
C’94/Caribana  King  & Queen  of  the  Bands 
Clint  & Debra  Copeland..  Brazilian  Champ 
Fogo  Na  Roupa  has  the  hot  hotline  call  510/ 
464-5999  to  feel  the  heat!..  Wise  Fool  Puppet 
Intervention  needs  a C’95  producer  or  its  no 
go  for  this  4 year  kids/crowd  favorite.  UBU  & 
try-  905-5958  today.  ..  Northland  MOCA 
(Movement,  Opportunity,  Community  & 
Awareness)  has  a very  Marin  hotline  by 
Monica  Caldwell  388-6059  . This  space 
available  send  Send  me  your  C’95  info, 
(P.O.Box  31515,  SF  94131)  Join  in  now,  Moy  it 
coming. 
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ROAD  WARRIOR 

JAN  KEROUAC’S  STRUGGLE  TO  SALVAGE  JACK’S  ESTATE 


by  Bob  Parks 

I-rike  the  memorial  in  LowelJ,  Mas- 
sachusetts for  Jack  Kerouac’s  death  last 
year,  the  benefit  for  his  daughter  Jan 
Kerouac  will  be  an  exciting  time  for  the 
beat  literary  community.  However,  it  is 
too  bad  this  great,  galvanized  conference 
of  beats  and  neo-beats  is  happening 
under  such  troubling  circumstances.  Jack 
Kerouac’s  only  daughter,  J an  Kerouac, 42, 
is  gravely  ill  and  wants  to  see  her  father’s 
literary  papers  archived  in  a major  library. 
While  currently  fighting  for  her  health 
after  a kidney  failure  in  1991,  she  is  also 
fighting  in  court  to  overthrow  an  allegedly 
forged  will  that  gave  her  father’s  estate  to 
his  third  wife,  Sella  Sampas.  All  benefit 
events,  proceeds  for  which  will  go  to  help 
Jan  with  medical  and  legal  bills,  will  take 
place  during  the  last  week  of  March. 

The  first  event  kicks  off  in  the  Mission 
on  March  2 8 at  the  Roxie  Cinema.  John 
Antonelli  will  be  on  hand  to  speak  after 
he  presents  his  critically  acclaimed  film, 
Kerouac.  Narrated  by  Peter  Coyote,  the 
film  features  beat  luminaries  such  as  Wil- 
liam Burroughs,  Allen  Ginsberg,  Carolyn 
Cassady,  Michael  McClure,  Lawrence 
Ferlinghetti  and  Joyce  Johnson.  Two 
shows  are  scheduled  at  7 and  9:30  and  will 
include  readings  by  local  poets. 

On  March  30,  ’60s  band  Big  Brother 
and  the  Holding  Company  will  perform  at 
an  auction  of  rare  and  collectible  books, 
photographs  and  art  from  Graham  Nash, 
Joan  Baez,  Jerry  Garcia,  Alice  Walker, 
Isabel  Allende,  Adrienne  Rich  and 
others.  In  addition  to  Big  Brother, 
several  other  musicians  will  play,  includ- 
ing Jan  Kerouac  herself  with  her  half- 
brother,  David  Bowers.  The  show  is  at 
The  Transmission  at  314  11th  St. 

The  main  event  will  be  held  at  the 
Cowell  Theater  on  Saturday,  April  1, 


where  musicians  and  writers  inspired  by 
the  original  Dharma  Bum  plan  to  honor 
him  with  their  words  and  music.  Two 
legendary  beat  poets  --  who  also  happen 
to  live  in  the  Mission  — Jack  Micheline 
and  Harold  Norse  (first  show  only),  will 
read  poetry.  Paul  Krassner,  publisher  of 
the  original  hipster  ’zine  The  Realist , will 
read;  and  folk  guitarist  Ramblin’  Jack  El- 
liott is  scheduled  to  play.  Jan  Kerouac 
will  again  play  music  with  David  Bowers, 
who  lives  in  Eugene,  Oregon.  The  Eugene 
connection  had  some  part  in  Ken  Kesey 
hearing  about  the  benefit  and  reserving  a 
place  on  stage  with  Merry  Prankster  Ken 
Babbs.  Many  others  are  also  scheduled 
to  perform. 

Like  the  performers  who  will  appear 
at  her  benefit,  many  people  reached  out 
in  compassion  to  Jan  Kerouac  after  hear- 
ing about  her  health  and  the  court  battle. 
Ubiquitous  ’60s  promoter  Tony  Seldin, 
who  often  goes  by  the  name  "the 
Vagabond  Poet,"  helped  organized  the 
benefit  and  will  be  Master  of  Ceremonies 
at  all  the  events.  Kerouac  biographer 
Gerald  Nicosia  started  organizing  the 
benefit  after  he  heard  a press  conference 
held  by  Jan  last  spring.  There  she  claimed 
that  the  Sampas  family,  who  ended  up 
with  the  lion’s  share  of  Jack’s  belongings, 
were  selling  them  by  piece  and  page  by 
page  to  the  highest  bidder. 

The  stark  contrast  between  how  Jan 
and  the  Sampas  family  live  marks  the 
need  to  have  the  court  decide  who  really 
owns  Jack’s  estate.  Over  25  years  ago, 
Kerouac  left  his  estate  to  his  mother, 
Gabrielle.  When  Gabrielle  passed  away 
in  1973,  she  supposedly  left  the  estate  to 
her  caretaker  and  Sella  Sampas. 

Last  October,  a Florida  judge  decided 
that  Jan’s  case  should  be  reopened.  He 
ruled  that  the  statue  of  limitations  on 
fraud  did  not  apply,  since  in  a quarter- 


century,  neither  Jan  nor  Jack’s  nephew, 
Paul  Blake  Jr.,  were  notified  that  their 
grandmother  had  died.  In  fact,  according 
to  biographer  Nicosia,  Paul’s  $10  checks, 
sent  to  help  his  grandmother,  continued 
to  be  cashed  for  some  time  after  her 
death. 

Meanwhile,  the  Sampas  family  has 
been  holding  a red  tag  sale  - selling  Jack’s 
raincoat  to  movie  star  Johnny  Depp  for 
$50,000  and  letters  by  the  page  to  dealers. 
Jan  and  Nicosia  argue  that  spiling  the 
writer’s  letters,  journals  and  manuscripts 
this  way  is  eroding  a resource  that 
scholars  can  use  to  learn  from  Kerouac’s 
work. 

For  example,  take  the  roll  manuscript 
of  Qn  the  Road.  It’s  the  famous  con- 
tinuous roll  of  paper  that  Kerouac  used  in 
his  typewriter  while  he  was  writing  his 
novel.  (That  way,  he  didn’t  have  to 
change  paper.)  When  Jan  accused  the 
Sampas  family  of  ransacking  the  archive, 
Sella’s  younger  brother  John,  who  ad- 
ministers the  estate,  claimed  that  the 
papers,  including  the  roll  manuscript, 
resided  at  the  New  York  Public  Library. 
According  to  Nicosia,  the  Library  said 
that  they  were  only  holding  the  roll 
manuscript  as  a favor  to  the  Sampas  fami- 


ly but  that  they  could  not  afford  to  buy  it 
for  the  family’s  asking  price  - $1.2  mil, 
lion. 

Another  concern  is  that  only  a very 
few  Sampas-approved  scholars  have  a 
monopoly.  "If  no  one  can  see  the  journals, 
how  are  we  supposed  to  write 
biographies?"  asks  Nicosia.  In  this  way, 
his  plight  is  similar  to  that  of  local  biog- 
rapher Lyle  Leverick  who  only  this  fall 
will  publish  his  spectacular  two-volume 
biography  of  Tennessee  Williams. 
Leverick  had  to  wait  nearly  a decade  be- 
cause of  copyrights  held  by  Williams’s 
estate. 

If  Jan  wins  the  case,  she  intends  to 
keep  the  entire  literary  archive  together 
at  a university,  as  is  often  done  with 
writers’  papers  and  belongings.  (Allen 
Ginsberg  just  sold  his  archive,  including 
his  beard  hair,  to  Stanford  this  year.)  Jan 
and  the  organizers  of  the  benefit  feel  that 
this  would  be  a boon  to  scholars  and  the 
general  public,  who  would  then  have  ac- 
cess to  all  Kerouac’s  written  material. 

For  further  information  about  the 
shows,  call  487-5421.  Tax-deductible  con- 
tributions may  be  sent  to  the  Jan  Kerouac 
Benefit  Fund,  P.O.  Box  5127,  Larkspur, 

| CA  94977-5127. 
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THE  EVOLUTION  OF  BUILD 

SEVEN  WOMAN  COLLECTIVE  NOW  RUNS  COZY  PERFORMANCE  SPACE 


by  Bob  Parks 

"When  we  took  it  over,  we  had  to  do  a 
lot  of  work  scraping  cake  off  the  backs  of 
chairs,"  says  Danielle  Abrams.  She’s  one 
of  seven  women  who  now  direct  BUILD, 
a combination  performance  space,  art 
gallery,  public  arena  and  pot  luck  supper, 
housed  in  a small,  silvery  storefront  at  483 
Guerrero  Street.  The  cake  was  probably 
left  by  Keith  Carollo,  BUILD’S  mis- 
chievous and  ambitions  former  director, 
who  moved  to  Chicago  in  January. 

Under  the  new  directors’  leadership, 
though,  not  that  much  has  changed; 
BUILD  retains  both  its  sense  of  fun  and 
its  commitment  to  new  and  experimental 
art  and  performance.  On  one  wall,  for 
example,  visitors  may  examine  carefully 
inventoried  swatches  of  hair  from  "Mis- 
sion Emerging  Artists."  And  BUILD’S 
old  conviviality  --  bringing  art  together 
with  good  food  - is  apparent  from  the  title 
of  one  recent  show:  "Family.  Two  Even- 
ings of  Performance,  Art  and  Homemade 
Split-Pea  Soup." 

Although  its  spirit  is  the  same,  there 
are  some  differences  in  BUILD  since  the 
new  year.  "Before  it  was  less  of  a dyke 
space,  and  more  of  a queer  space," 
Abrams  notes.  That  ratio  has  been  in- 
verted. And  now  BUILD  is  run  as  a col- 
lective, an  arrangement  which  can  be  both 
easier  and  harder  for  its  directors. 

The  collective’s  members  come  from 
varied  artistic  backgrounds,  so  there’s 
never  a shortage  of  expertise  in  any  field. 
Abrams  is  the  visual  artist  in  the  group; 
JoNelle  Toriseva  is  a writer  and  so  is 
Moira  Cutler,  also  a performer  and  poet; 
Lisi  DeHaas  is  a performance  artist; 
Alison  Wright  is  an  actress  and  writer; 
Kris  Scott  Merti,  a scene  designer  and 
visual  artist  who  has  been  involved  with  SF 
State  Theater  for  five  years,  works  as  a 
team  with  director/writer  Catheryn 
Seabron. 

They  hold  meetings  twice  a month, 
and  someone  always  brings  good  food. 


As  if  in  a small  country  run  somewhere 
between  democracy  and  anarchy,  the 
members  don’t  have  to  come  to  a consen- 
sus over  scheduling  art  events;  everyone  is 
allowed  one-seventh  of  the  week  to 
rehearse,  hold  independent  events  or 
teach  classes.  Sometimes  they  col- 
laborate and  sometimes  they  rent  the 
space  out  for  a day  or  more  to  outside 


have  been  the  hard  part." 

"Meetings  are  full  of  arguments,  I 
think  because  we’re  in  the  same  economic 
bucket,"  says  Abrams.  "But  then  we  get  in 
a fucking  alliance  around  performing 
together  that  surpasses  all  the  meeting 
stuff." 

Fundamentally,  BUILD  is  not  merely 
a rehearsal  space,  but  a place  for  bringing 


artists.  Creative  ideas  for  how  to  use  the 
space  are  easy  to  come  by,  but  putting 
together  the  finances  is  sometimes  a prob- 
lem. 

Although  rent  is  split  seven  ways,  the 
directors  of  BUILD  have  found  that,  at 
first,  running  a business  is  tough.  All  the 
directors  work  at  other  jobs  to  make  a 
living.  "People  get  stressed,"  says  De- 
Haas.  "We  came  in  with  this  idea  that  we’d 
have  an  easy  time  about  the  business 
aspect  of  it,  because  as  artists  we’re  used 
to  focusing  on  things,  but  the  finances 


new  art  to  the  community.  In  their 
February  show,  "Family,"  many  of  the 
directors  and  other  artists  contributed 
work  on  the  subject  of  their  own  families 
or  the  close  friends  they  call  family. 
Abrams  used  video  and  visual  art  to  con- 
textualize the  true  story  of  one  of  her  fami- 
ly members,  a man  addicted  to  stealing 
and  archiving  government  stationary, 
while  Abrams  narrated,  we  watched 
footage  of  his  house,  stacked  with  bundles 
of  Uncle  Sam  stationary.  Cutler  read  a 
poem  by  her  mother.  Toriseva  adorned 


BUILD’s  walls  with  a short  writing  piece 
about  a girl  who  goes  to  get  her  gun  permit 
with  her  father. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  "Family"  was  a 
section  from  DeHaas’  solo  performance, 
"Sugar,"  in  which  she  introduced  audien- 
ces to  Mr.  Grey  - a perfected  alter-ego  of 
DeHaas  in  a natty  three-piece  pin  striped 
suitv  Mr.  Grey  is  an  older  gay  .man,  who 
serves  as  wry  company  for  an  evening,  but 
he’s  also  fairly  dark  - ready  to  admit  that 
the  painful  disappointment  of  dating  in 
itself  is  old  hat,  in  fact  (almost)  too  tired 
a subject  to  talk  about.  During  DeHaas’ 
impersonation,  Mr.  Grey  was  willing  to 
share  stories  and  even  field  questions 
from  the  audience.  I can’t  wait  for  further 
peeks  at  this  character  in  "Sugar,"  which 
DeHaas  may  perform  more  of  at  "Seven 
Legs"  in  March. 

DeHaas  has  been  busy  teaching  a class 
of  nine  students,  called  "Explosive  Perfor- 
mance for  Women,"  which  will  begin 
again  in  June.  Abrams’  drawing  class  at 
BUILD  is  called  Urban  Scrawl.  (She  is 
also  about  to  teach  another  drawing  class 
in  March  at  the  Harvey  Milk  Institute,  a 
nascent  community  academy  with  courses 
conducted  out  of  Everett  Middle  School.) 
Toriseva,  who  teaches  writing  classes 
from  BUILD,  is  also  using  the  collective 
to  publish  new  writers.  She  will  be  taking 
submissions  at  the  March  24th  show 
"Writing  Ourselves". 

While  teaching  classes  is  one  way  that 
the  members  of  BUILD  pay  for  the  space, 
the  collective  also  believes  in  making  art 
affordable.  Events  are  always  on  a sliding 
scale,  and  exchanges  of  work  for  tuition 
can  be  arranged.  Like  other  perfor- 
mance/art  spaces  in  the  Mission  such  as 
the  Bearded  Lady  on  14th  Street  and 
Luna  Sea  on  16th,  it’s  a place  to  experi- 
ment with  new  genres  and  to  dream.  "I 
always  tell  my  students,"  Abrams  says, 
"take  your  story  or  essay  and  see  where 
you  can  take  it.  Contextualize  your  work 
with  video  or  tape  recordings.  Go  way 
beyond  your  dreams." 
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Health  & Peace  thru  YOGA! 

Develop  strength,  flexibility  and  peace  of  mind  at  Hatha  Yoga  classes  taught 
by  Mary  Iannotti.  Mary  has  been  studying  yoga  since  1988  and  is  a graduate 
of  the  teacher  training  program  at  the  Iyengar  Yoga  Institute  of  S.F.  Classes 
for  every  age  and  fitness  level  are  on-going,  join  at  any  time. 

Tuesdays  6 p.m.  at  the  old  Sears  building,  3435  Army  Street 
near  Valencia.  Saturdays  9 a.m.  at  347  Dolores  near  16th. 

For  more  information  call  Mary  at  (415)  564-4340 
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Nutrition 

The  word  Nutrition  comes  from  the 
Latin  word  nutriens , meaning " to  feed. " In 
today’s  society  the  word  has  deeper  con- 
notations; we  have  now  built  an  entire 
science  around  feeding  ourselves. 

To  simplify  the  idea  of  nutrition,  let’s 
say  that  in  order  to  retain  the  healthy 
bodies  we  are  born  with,  we  must  put  the 
best  possible  foods  into  them.  This  means 
fresh,  whole,  unprocessed  foods. 

It  is  also  important  that  we  minimize 
toxins  such  as  alcohol,  tobacco,  fats, 
drugs,  sugars  and  processed  foods.  These 
products  are  difficult  to  convert  to  energy 
and  so  we  store  them  as  toxic  fat  buildup, 
causing  problems  ranging  from  too  much 
body  fat  to  most  other  serious  degenera- 
tive diseases  seen  in  modern  industrial 
society. 

In  the  United  States  this  year,  a new 
"food  pyramid"  was  introduced  that  em- 
phasizes the  importance  of  increasing  the 
grains,  fruits,  vegetables  and  other  fresh, 
whole  foods  we  eat  while  reducing  the 
amount  of  meats  and  other  fats  we  eat. 
For  a quick  reference  remember  this:  If  it 
comes  from  an  animal,  it  may  be  fatty  or 
difficult  to  digest;  but  if  it  is  food  also 
eaten  by  herbivorous  animals,  it  most  like- 
ly good  for  us  too!  You  can  save  your  body 
the  trouble  of  accumulating  fats  and  dis- 
ease by  eating  more  like  cows  and  less  of 
them! 

When  our  bodies  are  in  naturally  heal- 
thy condition  they  will  help  us  select  the 
proper  foods  through  appetite.  Good 


food,  proper  exercise  and  adequate  rest, 
along  with  positive  thoughts  and  regular 
chiropractic  care,  keep  us  in  the  best  of 
health. 

EXERCISE 

Cardiovascular  describes  exercise 
that  increase  the  heart  rate  and  thus  in- 
creases circulation  throughout  the  body. 
This  is  best  to  do  before  stretching  or 
resistance  exercises  to  warm  up  the  body. 
Examples  of  cardiovascular  exercise  are 
cycling;  walking;  running;  and  treadmill, 
stepper  or  stair- climbing  exercises.  Car- 
diovascular exercise  is  the  only  type  of 
exercise  that  actually  "burns"  fat.  Sorry, 
swimming  is  not  included  in  this  group! 

Stretching  describes  exercise  that 
helps  lengthen  the  body’s  tissues,  bringing 
flexibility  to  the  muscles  and  fascia. 
Flexibility  is  often  lost  after  accidents,  in 
the  injured  areas  where  the  body  has 
healed  with  "scar"  tissue.  Stretching  helps 
to  reduce  scar  tissue  and  return  flexibility. 

Resistance  exercises  build  strength  in 
muscles  and  connective  tissues.  These 
can  be  done  with  elastic  tubing,  free 
weights,  cables,  various  exercise  machines 
and  even  our  own  bodies.  Resistance 
training  is  needed  for  building  strength. 
Gaining  or  regaining  strength  is  very  im- 
portant when  recovering  from  an  accident 
or  a lifetime  of  inactivity! 

Yoga  is  an  exercise  system  that 
originated  in  Asia  several  thousand  years 
ago  and  is  still  considered  "state  of  the  art" 


by  many  experts  in  exercise  physiology. 
Yoga  is  a form  of  exercise  that  balances 
between  strength  and  flexibility.  It  is  also 
one  of  the  very  few  types  that  fully  exercise 
the  internal  organs  as  well  as  the  muscle, 
tendons  and  ligaments.  There  are  forms 
of  yoga  practice  that  involve  meditation; 
however,  yoga  is  not  a religion  and  can  be 
practiced  purely  as  exercise  without 


chanting  or  meditation. 

The  benefits  of  good  nutrition  and 
regular  exercise  are  many,  especially  to 
persons  receiving  chiropractic  adjust- 
ments, because  a proper  balance  of 
strength  and  flexibility  helps  the  body  to 
maintain  the  spinal  adjustments  it 
receives. 


CHIROPRACTIC 

NOTEBOOK 

By:  Dr.  Ross  Williams 


NUTRITION  AND  EXERCISE 


MAYA  NEW  YEAR 
CELEBRATION 


by  Brian  Doohan 


O, 


n Saturday,  February  25,  the 
growing  interest  in  indigenous  cultures 
manifested  as  a sizable  gathering  in 
Dolores  Park  ushered  in  the  Mayan  New 
Year  8 Batz  (Monkey)  with  a ritual  and 
dance.  A workshop  followed  the  next  day 
at  Centro  del  Pueblo. 

The  organizers  of  the  ceremonies 
were  associated  with  Grapo  Maya 
Kusamej  Junan  in  the  Mission.  Whereas 
they  were  Guatemalan  Quiche  Maya,  par- 
ticipants included  Yucatec  Mayan, 
Chicanos  descended  from  Aztecs  and 
other  Central  Mexican  peoples.  There 
were  also  more  than  a few  interested 
Anglos,  including  John  Curl,  who  in  trans- 
lating and  edited  a Mayan  Almanac  for 
1995  worked  with  Grupo  Maya  director 
Adrian  Cuyuch  and  Mexican  and 
Guatemalan  sacerdotes  (priests). 

The  religions  of  pre-Colombian 
America,  based  on  complex  physical  and 
spiritual  theories  of  time  and  direction, 
survived  a long  period  of  repression  by 
Spain  and  later  Mexican  and  Central 
American  governments  by  going  under- 


ground and  adopting  Spanish  camouflage 
such  as  using  the  names  of  Catholic  saints 
to  mask  the  aspects  of  Mayan  day  signs. 

Today,  however,  we  approach  a uni- 
que convergence  of  end  times  in  the 
Judeo/Christian/Islamic,  Mayan  and 
Aztec  epochs,  a confluence  that  has 
helped  raise  interest  in  Grupo  Maya’s 
work.  The  principal  workshop  speakers 
were  Maria  del  Carmen  Tococh,  a 
Guatemalan  Maya  teacher,  and  Angel- 
bertha  Leal  Montez,  a Sacramento  State 
University  professor  of  Nahuac  (Mexican 
Sierra)  descent. 

"It  is  important  to  learn  from  children, 
to  provide  advice  and  not  indoctrination," 
Angelberta  told  workshop  participants. 
"Children  today  do  not  know  who  they 
are,  they  do  not  know  the  history  of  their 
families."  With  so  many  young  people 
today  ...  especially  Latino  immigrants 
fleeing  war  or  poverty  ...  enticed  by  the 
gangs,  traditional  beliefs  may  fill  an  im- 
portant spiritual  function. 

Grupo  Maya  has  done  more  than  75 
such  presentations  since  1991.  They  can 
be  reached  at  Box  40892,  SF  94140,  or  by 
calling  824-2534. 


LOOK  INTO 
THE  FUTURE 

LIVE  PSYCHIC  READINGS  ON 
ROMANCE,  MONEY,  HEALTH 

S2.99/MIN  24  HRS  18+  T.  TONE 

1-900-820-9966  EXT  718 


San  Francisco  Free  Eats  Chart 
March-April  1995 


Name,  Location,  and  Phone  Number Sunday Monday Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  Notes 


1 All  Saints'  Episcopal  Church 
1350  Waller  SL  (near  Masonic) 

621-1862  (Monday- Wednesday  3 -6pm) 

Brunch 

10:30-1 1 :00am 

2.  Dinner's  Ready 

Philadelphia  Seventh-Day  Adventist  Church 
2520  Bush  St  (between  Scott  A Diviaadero) 
469-9042  or  567-0429  (Mon.-TTiur.  8am-3pm) 

Lunch 

12:00- 1:30pm 

Lunch 

12:00-l:30pm 

Lunch 

12:00- 1:30pm 

Lunch 

I2:00-I:30pm 

VEGETARIAN 

Entrte,  salad,  bread  and  punch. 

3.  First  Baptist  Church 
U.N.  Plaza  in  front  of  the  old  Federal  Building 
(50  Hyde  St)  863-3382 

Dinner 
4:30-5  00pm 
March  11  A18; 
April  8 & 15 

A dinner  of  soup,  bread  and  fruit  served  on 
the  second  and  third  Saturdays  of  every 
month. 

4.  Food  Not  Bombs 
United  Nations  Plaza  (at  Leavenworth  and 
Market,  near  the  fountain) 

Golden  Gate  Park  (by  Haight  A Stanyan)  330-5030 

U.N  Plaza 
6:00-7:00pm 

U.N.  Plaza 
12-  1pm,  6- 7pm 
Golden  Gate  Park 
12:00-  1:00pm 

U.N  Plaza 
12:00-  1:00pm 
6:00-7:00pm 

U.N.  Pliza 
12:00- 1:00pm 
6: 00-7 :00pm 

U.N  Plaza 
12:00- 1 :00pm 
6:00-7:00pm 

U.N.  Plaza 
12:00- 1:00pm 
6:00-7:00pm 

U.N  Plaza 
6:00-7:00pm 

VEGETARIAN  Bread  and  sometimes 
soup;  bring  your  own  bowl.  Meals  are 
often  late  or  canceled. 

5.  Glide  Memorial  Church 
330  Ellis  SL  (M  Taylor) 

441-6501  (M-F  8am- 5pm) 

8:00-9 :00am 
12:00- 1:00pm 

8:00-9:00am 
12:00- 1:00pm 
4:00-5:30pm 

8:00-9:00am 
12:00- 1:00pm 
4:00-5:30pm 

8:00-9  00am 
12:00- 1:00pm 
4:00-5:30pm 

8:00-9:00am 
12:00- 1 :00pm 
4:00-5:30pm 

8 00-9 :00am 
12:00-1  OOpm 
4:00-5:30pm 

8:00-9  00 am 
12:00- 1:00pm 

Sandwich,  chips,  and  sweets  (to  go) 
provided  after  lunch  Saturday  and  Sunday 

6.  Halght-Ashbnry  Food  Program 
1 525  Waller  SL  (near  Belvedere) 

566-0366  (Tuesday- Friday,  8am-3pm) 

Lunch 

12:00-1 :00pm 

Lunch 

12:00- 1:00pm 

Lunch 

12:00- 1:00pm 

Lunch 

I2:00-I:00pm 

VEGETARIAN  alternative.  Volunteers 
come  at  8am.  Families  and  seniors  eit  at 
1 1 30,  all  others  at  noon. 

7.  Hospitality  House  Youth  Center 
288  Tiak  St  (by  Leavenworth) 

749-2137  (M-F  9-5)  749-2167  (24-hr  voicemail) 

Lunch 

12:00-1 :00pm 

Lunch 

12:00- 1:00pm 

Lunch 

12:00- 1:00pm 

Lunch 

12:00-  1:00pm 

Lunch 

12:00- l:00pra 

Only  for  youths  15-20.  Sandwich,  fruit  A 
juice.  Drop-in  program  for  youths  15-20. 
Mon.-Fri.  9-5  (Wed.  9-2). 

8.  Iglesla  Latina  Americana  de  las 
Adventlstas  Siptimo  Dla 
3024  24th  St  (near  Harrison)  994-4858 

Breakfast 
9:00-I0:00am 
March  19  A 
April  16 

Dinner 
530630pm 
March  8 A 22; 
April  12  A 26 

VEGETARIAN  A dinner  of  soup  A bread 
the  2nd  A 4lh  Wed.  of  each  month.  A 
breakfast  of  eggs,  rice,  beans,  coffee  A 
juice  served  the  3rd  Sun.  of  each  month. 

•9.  Marlin  de  Porres 

225  Potrero  Ave.  (near  16th  SL)  552-0240 

Brunch 
9:00- 1030am 

Breakfast 

6:00-7:30am 

Breakfast 
6:00-7 :30am 
Broth  and  bread 
9.00am-3:00pm 

Lunch 

1 2:00-3 :00pm 

Breakfast 

6:00-7:30am 

Lunch 

12:00-3:00pm 

Breakfast 

6:00-7:30am 

Lunch 

I2:00-3:00pm 

Lunch 

12:00-3:00pm 

VEGETARIAN  altemalive  Wed  & Fn 
Breakfast  oatmeal  A herb  tea.  Lunch:  a 
hearty  soup,  except  Tues.  (broth  A bread) 
Medical  services  Tues.  12-l:30pm. 

*10.  Missionaries  of  Charity 

1330  4th  St.  (at  3rd  St) 

821-9687  (9am-noon,  3:30-7pm) 

Dinner 
3:30-4 :30pm 

Dinner 

4:30-5:30pm 

Dinner 

4:30-5:30pm 

Dinner 

4:30-5:30pm 

Dinner 

4:30-3:30pm 

Dinner 
3:30- 5 :30pm 

Soup  and  sandwiches  Short  prayer  before 
meals. 

*11.  New  Awakening  Outreach  Ministries 

1022  Newhall  SL  (near  Kirkwood)  826-7709 

Lunch 

l:00-2:30pm 

Lunch 

1:00-2 30pm 

A lunch  of  meal,  veggies,  salad  A fruit 

12.  Nineteenth  Avenue  Baptist  Church 
U.N.  Plaza  in  front  of  the  old  Federal  Building 
(50  Hyde  SL)  564-7721 

Dinner 
430- 5 :00pm 
Mar  25  A Apr  22 

A dinner  of  soup,  bread  and  fruit  served  on 
the  fourth  Saturday  of  every  month 

13.  Primera  Iglesla  Bautista  Del  Sur 
976  South  Van  Ness  Ave.  (near  21st  SL) 

647-1000 

Breakfast 
8 .00-9 :00am 
March  5 A April  2 

A full  breakfast  served  on  the  first  Sunday 
of  every  month. 

14.  St.  Anthony's  Dining  Room 

45  Jones  SL  (near  Golden  Gate)  241-2600 

Lunch 

I0am-I2:30pm 

Lunch 

10am- 12:30pm 

Lunch 

10sm-12.30pm 

Lunch 

10am-  12:30pm 

Lunch 

I0am-I2:30pm 

Lunch 

10am-12:30pm 

Lunch 

I0am-!230pm 

10-1  lam:  those  over  60  or  with  kids; 
11  am- 1230pm:  everyone  else. 

15.  St.  John’s  African  Orth  odor  Church 
(One  Mind  Temple) 

351  Diviaadero  SL  (near  Oak)  62 1-4054 

Lunch 

3 30-4 :30pm 

Lunch 

2:30-3 :30pm 

Lunch 

12:00-2:00pm 

VEGETARIAN.  Sun  A Mon  beans,  nee, 
vegetables,  salad,  fruit  A bread.  Wed. 
noodle  soup  A bread  Clothes  given  away 
during  lunch  hours. 

16.  St.  Peter  and  Panl  Catholic  Church 

666  Filbert  SL  (on  Washington  Square)  42 1-0809 

Sandwich 

4:00.5:00pm 

Sandwich 

400-5:00pm 

Sandwich 
4:00- 5:00pm 

Sandwich 

4:00-5:00pm 

Sandwich 
4:00-5 :00pm 

Sandwich 

4:00-5:00pm 

Sandwich 
4:00-  5: OOpm 

A simple  sandwich. 

17.  Third  Baptist  Church 

1399  McAllister  SL  (near  Pierce) 

Lunch 

1230- 1:30pm 

Meat  vegetables,  salad  and  dessert 

18.  True  Hope  Chnrch  of  Cod  In  Christ 

950  Gilman  Ave.  (near  Griffith)  822-5626 

Lunch 

12:00-l:00pra 

Sermon  I2-I2:15pm;  eat  at  12:15pm 
Meat  vegetables,  bread  and  dessert. 

19.  United  Connell  of  Haraan  Services 

146  Leavenworth  (rt  Turk)  822-5067 

Dinner  4:00pm 
until  food  runs  out 

Meat  entree  with  vegetables. 

* indicates  important  change*  since  Feb.  28,  1995  We'd  like  your  correction!,  comment!,  or  addition*  for  oia  next  bimonthly  update  Please  call  648-3221 

This  chart  may  be  reproduced  freely  (but  revised  only  with  permission). 

01995  Free  Pm!  Shop,  San  Franciaco 
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by  Jacqueline  Elizabeth  Letalien 


E, 


/mergence  art.  What  is  that?  We 
all  have  a vague  idea  of  what  performance 
art  is.  Or  at  least  we  think  we  do.  The 
early  performance  art  sometimes  defied 
definition  or  even  comprehension.  Emer- 
gence art  is  something  other  than  perfor- 
mance art,  even  though  it  may  have 
evolved  from  that  genre.  Emergence  art 
is  familiar  and  at  the  same  time  not  like 
anything  ever  seen  before.  It  is  the  im- 
agination gone  wild,  it  is  a reality  told 
fiercely,  and  it  is  simply  the  story  of  a life. 
Emergence  art  continues  in  the  best  tradi- 
tion of  artists’  circles  and  women’s  culture 
and  brings  soirees  to  grand,  new  levels 
and  meanings.  It  is  not  bound  by  the  usual 
theatrical  conventions;  those  that  are 
used  are  presented  in  such  unique  ways  as 
to  be  almost  unrecognizable. 

This  emergence  art  is  the  result  of 
women’s  work.  It  is  born  from  the  notions 
of  aging  feminists  who  believe  that  the 
personal  is  political,  that  a true  story 
simply  told  is  a radical  concept.  It  is  bom 
of  the  notion  that  art  is  not  beside  the 
point,  not  just  something  classic  and  pret- 
ty, but  something  that  is  intrinsic,  neces- 
sary to  the  existence  of  cultures,  tribes  of 
people  emerging  from  a collective  ex- 
perience. Emergence  art  is  being  created 
primarily  by  queer  women.  This  does  not 
necessarily  mean  only  lesbian  women;  it 
does  mean  women  who  dare  to  step  away 
from  the  norm  and  talk  about  all  the  there 
that  is  there.  A queer  woman  is  a spiritual 
creatrix  of  the  feminine,  a woman  with 
attitude.  Sometimes  these  are  punk 
women  who  pass  me  on  the  street  and  I 
have  to  look  again  and  wonder  what 
forested  wilderness  tribe  these  women 


come  from.  Sometimes  practitioners  of 
emergence  art  are  the  seemingly  assimi- 
lated, aged  ones  as  well.  (It’s  hard  to  tell 
just  by  appearances.)  All  women  in  our 
complexity  and  multiplicity  with  a burning 
desire  for  a new  worl^  a new  way  of  being, 
are  creating  this  emergence  art. 

I have  seen  this  art  in  action  at  Red 
Dora’s  Bearded  Lady  Cafe  on  Fourteenth 
Street.  These  performances  occur  in  a 
very  small  space  crammed  with  people. 
Yet  somehow  the  size  of  the  physical 
space  does  absolutely  nothing  to  diminish 
the  bigness  of  what  occurs  there.  I think 
there  is  some  kind  of  magik  involved  here. 
Certainly  the  effect  of  the  performances 
is  magically  transformative.  Anyone  who 
witnesses  them  probably  will  never  be  the 
same  again.  I wondered  sometimes  what 
would  happen  if  these  emergence  artists 
had  more  room.  The  thought  actually 
kind  of  scared  me  even  as  it  exhilarated 
me.  Well,  I do  not  have  to  wonder 
anymore. 

Luna  Sea.  This  could  be  a poetic 
metaphor  for  whatever  can  be  imagined 
or  remembered.  Luna  Sea:  primordial 
water  from  which  life  emerges  to  manifest 
and  express.  Luna  Sea  is  these  waters  as 
they  are  influenced  by  the  power  of  luna, 
the  moon  that  affects  the  salt  water 
rhythms  of  our  bodies  and  blood  as  it  does 
the  tides  of  the  ocean.  Luna  Sea  is  a queer 
women’s  performing  arts  space  right  here 
in  the  Mission  on  Sixteenth  Street.  Now  I 
know  what  happens  with  emergence  art  in 
a bigger  space. 

I recently  went  there  to  a performance 
that  was  a collage  of  the  stories  of  ten 
women  who  are  incest  survivors.  It’s  pos- 
sible to  think,  gawd,  that  must  have  been 
a long,  depressing  program.  Nope.  If  it 
was  long,  I have  no  idea;  because  it  felt  to 


Women o Clinic 

Providing  low  coot,  confidential, 
and  personalized  care 


Serving  the 
community 
since  1969 


•Free  pregnancy  testing 
and  exam: 
immediate  results 

•Family-centered 
obstetrical  care 

•Birth  control  and 
pregnancy 
termination 

Complete  gynecology 
services 


Michael  B.  Abramson,  M.D.  Chris  S.  Manitsas,  M.D. 
William  M.  Waters,  M.D.  Ann  Starego,  C.N.M. 

Drop-in  service  Medi-Cal  welcome  Se  habla  Espanol 
Self-pay,  Insurance,  Visa  and  MasterCard  accepted 


1650  Valencia  Street 

(between  Army  & Mission) 


285-7788 


Affiliated  with  St.  Luke’s  Hospital 


me  like  time  was  suspended  and  very 
definitely  irrelevant.  Each  story  was  so 
clearly,  magnificently,  bravely,  poignantly 
told  that  nothing  else  mattered.  I gained 
inspiration,  strength,  courage,  insight, 
healing  from  each  woman’s  imagery  and 
artistic  expression.  By  the  time  these 
women  were  done,  I absolutely  was  not 
the  same  as  when  I went  in.  I saw  some- 
thing else  that  I have  not  ever  seen  in 
theaters.  There  were  women  attending  to 
the  audience  so  that  if  any  woman  needed 
solace  (because  this  experience  could 
bring  an  intense  revelation)  there  were 


those  who  cared  for  her  even  though  they 
might  have  been  strangers.  There  is  a 
profound  wholeness  to  this  art,  an  in- 
tegritous  compassion  in  its  vision. 

The  essential  opportunity  of  Luna  Sea 
is  the  provision  of  a space  for  women  with 
the  courage  to  create  an  art  of  heart.  The 
essence  of  this  sacred  space’s  importance 
is  the  knowing  of  these  women  that,  as  one 
of  Audre  Lourde’s  titles  says,  "poetry  is 
not  a luxury  in  a state  of  emergency. 
Queer  women’s  emergence  art  is  a neces- 
sity. 
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CD  ■ CS  • LP  • VIDEO 


Contemporary 

& 

Traditional 

African 
Arabic,  Latin 
& 

Caribbean 

Music 


Store  Hours:  M-Sa:  12-7;  Su  1-6 
593  GUERRERO  STREET  (BETWEEN  17TH  & 18TH ) ✓ 

(415)  255-8411  / OYE ! 


0 

0 
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o 


MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 

Headshots  for  Actors 

• Color  and  Black  & White  Developing. 

• Camera  Sales  and  Camera  Repairs. 

• Dark  Room  Supplies. 

• Slides,  Prints,  Super  8 or  Regular  8 Movies 
onto  Video  Cassettes. 

1 089  Valencia  Street  (near  22nd) 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 1 0 
(415)641-8396 
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NOTICE 


at  3224  22nd  Street 
and  joined  the  office 

of  DR.  BRUCE  STAMPER 

2508  Mission  St. 
phone:  647-4581 



NOTICE 


MISSION  NEIGHBORHOOD  WALDORF  KINDERGARTEN 

Centro  del  Pueblo,  474  Valencia  Street,  Suite  135 
(415)  703-0459 

Morning  program  8:30  - 12:30 
Afternoon  program  1:30  - 5:30  beginning  January 


• Cognitive  Skill  Development 

• Developmental  Approach 

• Artistic  Work 

• Creative  PIa> 


Multicultural  Population 
• Affordable  Tuition 


The  school  does  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  religion, 
national  origin,  sexual  preference,  or  handicap 
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RECYCLING 


Check  It  Out! 


Starting  April  3rd, 
you  can  recycle: 


• All  #1  and  #2  (look  on  the 
bottom)  Plastic  Bottles 

It’s  easy  - and  you 
can  recycle  your 
plastic  milk,  juice, 
soda,  detergent, 
shampoo  and 
water  bottles. 

Recycling  Tips:  Neck 
must  be  smaller  than 
base!  Caps  o/t,  empty 
and  flatten.  No  tubs  or 
buckets,  automotive 
product  or  pesticide 
bottles. 

AND 

• Clean  aluminum  foil 
and  pie  tins. 


ReThink 
Recycling 
and  Win 

Be  a part  of  our  San 
Francisco  recycling 
extravaganza! 

Look  for  our  friendly 
ReThink  Recycling 
reminder  in  your 
mailbox!  It  could  earn 
you  a chance  at  more 
than  300  Recycling 
Appreciation  Awards. 
Questions? 

Call  554-6193. 


All  prizes  donated. 


San  Francisco 

RECYCLING 


FRIDAY,  MARCH  3rd 

Amnesty  International  Benefit  Perfor- 
mance: Joel  ben  Izzy  hosts  an  evening  of  per- 
formances focusing  on  the  power  of  words  and 
stones  in  the  struggle  against  human  rights 
abuses.  $7-10  at  New  College,  766  Valencia, 
call  621-6616  for  times  and  ticket  info. 


Ann  Rooney’s  Night  - a tribute  to  the  17th 
century  pirate  drag  king  of  the  high  seas  fea- 
tures msterious  cowgirls  and  women  with 
moustaches  at  ATA.  992  Valencia,  8:30  PM, 
$5. 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  11th 


Black  Lizard  - a crazy  movie  from  Japan 
featuring  female  impersonator  Akhiro 
Maruyama  as  a depraved  jewel  thief  and  hari- 
Carried  author  Yukio  Mishima  as  one  of  her 
love  statues  at  ATA.  8:30  PM,  992  Valencia, 
$5,  824-3890. 

Petra’s  Sin  - Ruperto  Reyes  Jr’s  comedy 
performed  by  Teatro  de  la  Esperanza  through 
5th  at  Intersection,  446  Valencia.  255-2320 
for  info  and  reservations. 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  4th 

Literacy  Now  - the  San  Francisco  School 
District’  5th  annual  early  childhood  conference 
at  West  Portal  School,  8 AM.  Parents, 
educators  and  children  invited,  call  750-8538 
for  information. 

Free  Yogal  - noon  with  Sylvie  Anacker  at 
Back  Room  Yoga  Studio,  1199  Sanchez.  Call 
821-2979  to  reserve  your  space  or  leam  more 
about  ongoing  classes. 

Marimba  Gnatemalteca  - Martin  Perez, 
Lucas  OTdonez  and  Elsa  Samayoa  at  Pena  del 
Sur,  2870A  22nd  Street.  10  PM,  550-1101,  $5. 

SUNDAY,  MARCH  5th 

San  Francisco  Children’s  Chorus  - Urs 
Leonard!  Steiner  conducts,  Grace  Ishihara  is 
the  pianist.  3 PM  at  Community  Music  Cen- 
ter, 544  Capp,  Free! 


TUESDAY,  MARCH  7th 

Little  Women  - collaborative  installation 
by  Stephanie  Cress,  Josie  Iselin  and  Kathryn 
Weinstein  at  Intersection  through  25th.  446 
Valencia,  626-3311. 

Margery  Kempe  - Robert  Gluck  reads 
from  his  novel  about  the  steamy  romance  be- 
tween Jesus  and  a 15th  century  woman  at 
Modern  Times.  888  Valencia,  7:30  PM,  282- 
9246. 

WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  8th 

Public  Safety  Committee  - of  the  Mayor’s 
Mission  Task  Force  meets  7:30  PM  at  the  17th 
and  Valencia  police  station  (is  Mission  crime 
really  down?). 

Liberty  Breasts  - a multimedia  and  multi- 
cultural performance  at  the  Women’s  Building 
in  celebration  of  international  women’s  day. 
7:30  PM  (preceded  by  information  tabling  and 
performance  from  5 PM),  3543  18th,  $7-12, 
431-1180. 

THURSDAY,  MARCH  9th 

Goddesses  We  Ain’t  - Ruby  Brooklyn  and 
cohorts  reading  from  its  "Writing  Gives  Living 
Room"  magazine  at  Modern  Times.  888 
Valencia,  7:30  PM,  282-9246. 

Falling  Off  a Cliff  - dance  with  Emma  Lou 
Huckabay  and  Jenny  McAllister  at  Footwork, 
3221  22nd  Street.  8:30  PM  (also  10th  & 11th), 
$8-10,  824-5044. 

16th  Street  Neighborhood  Association  - 
meeting  at  Columbia  Park  Boys  and  Girls 
Club,  450  Guerrero  at  8:30  AM  (next  meeting 
23rd).  Call  558-8133  for  info. 

FRIDAY,  MARCH  10th 

Movies  Mexlcanas  four  short  films 
portraying  life  love  and  community  in  Mexico 
hosted  by  Nao  Bustamante  on  KQED  channel 
9 at  11  PM. 


Acts  oi  courage  • women  in  revolt 
celebrated  at  Valencia  Hall  panel  discussion, 
523-A  Valencia.  7:30  PM  (international  din- 
ner at  6),  $5-7,  864-1278. 

The  Smell  of  Burning  Ants  • sadistic  initia- 
tions into  normal  male  adulthood  plus  other 
short  films  on  hygiene  and  the  Difference  be- 
tween sexes  at  Other  Cinema.  992  Valencia, 
8:30  PM,  $5,  824-3890. 

SUNDAY,  MARCH  12th 

Dignity  and  Justice  for  All  • a conference 
sponsored  by  Religious  Witness  with  Home- 
less People  exploring  the  moral  and  legal 
dimensions  of  the  Matrix  Program  at  First 
Unitarian  Church,  1187  Franklin  somewhere 
around  Geary,  2 PM  (885-6401). 

TV  Dinner  • a musical  comedy  thriller  for 
kids  presented  by  the  San  Francisco  Mime 
Troupe’s  youth  wing,  Second  Stage.  11  AM 
and  1 PM  at  The  March,  1062  Valencia.  $4-6, 
826-5750,  workshops  also  available. 

Six  Hundred  Years  of  Saxophones  - Yon 
Kaze  reinterpreting  the  Western  canon  includ- 
ing Bach,  Mozart  and  Debussy  at  Community 
Music  Center,  544  Capp.  4 PM,  Free,  647- 
6015.  Will  there  be  an  unadvertised  ap- 
pearance by  the  President  of  the  United 
States? 

MONDAY,  MARCH  13th 

Explosive  Performance  for  Women  - a 

workshop  today  and  performance  on  the  20th 
at  Build  Gallery,  483  Guerrero. 

TUESDAY,  MARCH  14th 

Matrix  Hearings  - hear  and  speak  for  or 
against  homelessness  etc.  before  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  (now  at  War  Memorial  Building, 
401  Van  Ness,  not  City  Hall)  beginning  at  9:45 
AM. 

Racialised  Barriers  • the  Black  Ex- 
perience in  US  and  England  probed  by 
Stephen  Small  at  Modem  Times,  888  Valen- 
cia. 7:30  PM,  282-9246. 

WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  15th 

High  Tides  - San  Francisco  Festival  of  New 
Music  at  Intersection,  446  Valencia,  through 
19th.  Call  626-1311  for  details. 

THURSDAY,  MARCH  16th 

Best  Foot  Forward  - 'Local  8"  a showcase 
for  artists  in  dance  and  new  performance 
Dancers'  Group  Footwork  3321  22nd  St.,  8:30 
pm,  $8,  Runs  through  3\18.  824-5044 

FRIDAY,  MARCH  17th 

Annual  Dovre  Club  St  Patrick’s  Day  Ex- 
travaganza - free  corned  beef  and  cabbage, 
excessive  Blarney,  hijinks.  Dovre  Club  3541 
18th  St.,  noonish  til  ? 

Blood  Lines  Opening  -This  play  about  the 
Puerto  Rican  diaspora  during  the  great 
depression  runs  Fridays  and  Saturdays  at  8 pm 
at  the  Noh  Space  2840  through  April  2nd, 
$615.  548-6547 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  18th 

All  Day  Celebration  at  Mission  Cultural 
Center  -The  merger  of  La  Raza  Graphics  and 
Mission  Cultural  Center  is  kicked  off  with  "En- 
cuentros"  part  gallery  retrospective,  part 
theater,  part  open  house  and  party  Mission 
Cultural  Center  2868  Mission  St.  Open  House 


MEW  MISSION  NEWS  MARCH  1995  PAGE  21 


11  Am  - 4 Pm,  Galleiy  Opening  4:30  - 6:30, 
Salsa  Dance  with  "Pachanga*  9 Pm  - 2 Am, 
free,  call  821-1155 

Abada  Capoeira's  4 th  Annual  Perfor- 
mance Benefit  - "fighting",  music  dance, 
prayer,  ritual,  food  and  drink  New  College  777 
Valencia  St.  7:30  - 9:30  pm,  $7-15.  284-6196 

SUNDAY,  MARCH  19th 

Golden  Gate  Youth  Orchestra  - performs 
Mozart  and  Stravinsky.  Community  Music 
Center  544  Capp,  3 pm,  free.  647-6015 

MONDAY,  MARCH  20 

Yefim  Bronfman  in  Concert  - Concert  and 
conversation  with  the  renowned  pianist.  Wine 
and  cheese  reception  follows.  Community 
Music  Center  544  Capp  St,5:30  pm,  free.  647- 
6015 

TUESDAY,  MARCH  21st 

Tree  Planting  for  Cesar  Chavez 
Boulevard  - planning  meeting  for  April  1st 
planning  at  St.  Thomas  Church,  Folsom  and 
Chavez  (formerly  Army),  7 PM. 

WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  22nd 

Smut  ’Zlne  Party\  Spring  Equinox  Event 
- BUILD  483  Guerrero,  call  863-  3041  for 
more  information 


MONDAY,  MARCH  27th 

Monday  Night  Marsh  Madness  - Cutting 

edge  performance  work  by  a variety  of  up  and 
'coming  folks.  The  Marsh  1062  Valencia  St., 
8:30  pm,  $6.  826-5750 

TUESDAY,  MARCH  28th 

What  It’s  like  To  live  Now  • Recovering 
Hippie  Meredith  Maran  reads  from  her  latest 
autobiographical  work.  Modem  Times  Books 
888  Valencia  St.,  7;30  pm 

THURSDAY,  MARCH  30 

Live  Video?  - Lord  Knows  Compost  Serves 
up  fresh  live  video  made  on  the  spot,  while  you 
wait.  Includes  cargo  cult  and  behavioral 
degeneracy  element  not  recommended  for 
small  children  or  pets.  ATA  992  Valencia  St, 
8;30  pm,  $5.  824-3890 

FRIDAY,  MARCH  31 

Missing  Link  - Recent  works  by  Matthew 
Link  explores  a number  of  gay  themes.  Positive 
Faith.Christians  with  HIV  is  a look  at  different 
people  facing  death  from  AIDS,  From  A secret 
Place  deals  with  gay  and  Lesbian  Youth.  ATA 
992  Valencia  St.,  8;30  pm,  $5.  824-3890 


ONGOING 


THURSDAY,  MARCH  23rd 

Cuarteto  Latinoamericano  • Internation- 
ally known  string  quartet  plays  the  works  of 
Latin  American  composers,  reception  follows. 
Community  Music  Center  544  Capp  St.,  5:30 
pm,  free.  647-6015 

FRIDAY,  MARCH  24th 

Ourselves  (memoir  as  landscape)  - Read- 
ings by  ’zinc  queen  JoNelle  Toriseva,  Min- 
nesota Jane  Green  and  local  scribe  Giovanni 
Singleton.  BUILD  483  Guerrero,  8 pm,  $5. 
826-2712 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  25th 


NIGHT  WATCH  ALCATRAZ 
Writer\Director  Ron  Leeson’s  monologue, 
movement  and  soundscape  performance  re- 
enacts his  experiences  as  the  sole  night 
watchman  on  alcatraz  for  six  years.  Shotwell 
Studios  3252  A 19th  St,  March  3-26  Fridays, 
Saturdays  and  Sundays  at  8 pm,  Sunday 
Matinee  at  1 pm,  $10.  641-8800 

Prisoner  Literature  Project  sends  books 
and  educational  material  to  the  incarcerated. 
Informal  gathering  Every  Tuesday  at  8 pm, 
Epicenter  Zone  475  Valencia  St.  431-2725 

Every  Friday  live  music  from  the  Blue 
Room  Boys,  Radio  Valencia  1199  Valencia  St, 
826-1199. 


Dos  Geograflas  y Un  Lugar  Comun  - 
Guitar,  piano  and  song  from  Mauricio  Bertin 
of  Chile  and  Ernesto  Jimenez  of  Nicaragua. 
Pena  de  la  Sur  2870  A 22nd  St.,  10  pm,  $5. 
550-1101 

SUNDAY,  MARCH  26th 

Jazz!  - Rubber  City  plays  Radio  Valencia 
1199  Valencia  St.,  8:30  pm.  826-1199 

Baroque  Trumpet  Music  - Patricia  Grima 
blows  her  horn.  Community  Music  Center  544 
Capp,  4 pm,  free.  647-6015 

Louise  Gluck  - A poetry  and  prose  reading 
by  the  Pulitzer  Prize  winner.  Intersection  for 
the  Arts  446  Valencia,  3 pm,  $3-5.  626-2787 


Every  Thursday  at  7:30  pm  cook  for  Peace 
with  Food  Not  Bombs  Epicenter  Zone  475 
Valencia  St.,  call  330-5030 

"She  Dares  To  Dram"  - Barbara  Borden’s 
theatrical\musical  autobiographical  piece  told 
with  a whole  lot  of  drums.  The  Marsh  1062 
Valencia  St. .Thursday -Saturday  March  16th  - 
April  8th,  8 pm,  $8-12.  826-5750 

Mission  Branch  Library  Programs  - 
Every  Wednesday  - Family  Night,  Activities 
for  parents  and  their  Irids  7:30  pm;  Baby  and 
toddler  Lapsit,  Stories,  songs  and  rhymes  for 
the  youngest  set  11  am;  Spanish  Story  Time 
-Stories  and  songs  in  Spanish  for  kids  12  noon, 
Mission  Branch  Library  3359  24th  St.,  695- 
5090 
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THE  TOWER 
CINEMA 


2465  MISSION  ST.  (AT  21ST) 


EVERYBODY'S  FAVORITE  MOVIE  HOUSE 

Films  in  English  with  Spanish  subtitles 

1st  run  blockbuster  movies  walking 
distance  from  your  home! 


IN  MARCH 

THE  HIDEAWAY 

WITH  JEFF  GOLDBLUM 

COMING  SOON 

THE  HUNTED 
CHRISTOPHER 
LAMBERT 

POWER  RANGERS 
MORTAL  KOMBA 


• ALL  NEW  SOUND  SYSTEM 

• Check  out  our  Thursday  night 
neighborhood  specials. 

DOORS  OPEN: 

WEEKDAYS  1:30  PM  • WEEKENDS  11:30  AM 
PHONE:  648-1100 


yooft  FRi£WO  # I3Z  P.  o.  3 OX  S.F. 
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BUY  MY  BOOK!!! 


by  Frank  Stauf  a.k.a.  Deadbeat 

It  was  bound  to  happen:  THE 
BOOK  OF  THE  DEADBEAT. 

After  six  years  of  writing  for  this 
paper,  I finally  have  enough  material  for  a 
32-page  "best  of  collection  (padded  out 
with  lots  and  lots  of  pictures  by  Jaime 
Crespo  and  other  artists).  Thirteen 
stories,  satires,  articles,  whatever,  by 
yours  truly,  Frank  Stauf  a.k.a.  Frank 
Deadbeat,  all  originally  printed  in  the 
New  Mission  News  between  1989  and 
1994. 

The  book  is  three  bucks  (checks  pay- 


able to  me,  "Deadbeat",  c/o  this  paper), 
but  the  first  taste  is  free.  My  people,  I give 
you  the  Preface  to  the  soon-to-be- legen- 
dary BOOK  OF  THE  DEADBEAT.  • • 

Six  years  gone  and  I still  miss  the  Bad- 
dster,  Bill  E.  Badd,  William  Hounshell, 
Big  Belly  Bill.  A towering  Irishman  with 
a distended  gut  — looked  pregnant,  like  a 
poorly  rolled  joint.  A devotee  of  E&J 
brandy  mixed  with  green  Gatorade  and 
poetry  and  WWF  World  Championship 
Wrestling.  A badd  newz  baddass  from 
the  baddlands,  Mission  District  native; 
once  played  a badd  conga  drum  in 
teenage  Carlos  Santana’s  garage.  When 


m ELI/EH 

OFFICE  SUPPORT  SERVICES 


Fully  bilingual 
support  services 
(English  & Spanish)  to  meet 
your  office , business 
or  personal  needs ! 


• Secretarial 

• Word  Processing 

• Tape  Transcriptions 

• Resumes 

- Translations 


Bilingual  Typesetting  • 
Computer  Support  • 
Forms  Fill-out  • 
FAX  • 
Notary  Public  • 


3362  - 24th  St. 
(Between  Bartlett  & 
Valencia  Sts.) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(415) 824-4418 
FAX  285-5731 


he  was  high  he  smiled  a snaggle-toothed 
smile,  like  me.  Unlike  me  he’d  been  to 
war,  to  prison;  had  the  psychic  tats  to 
prove  it.  The  slowest  walker  I have  ever 
known:  five  minutes  per  city  block:  no 
hurry  to  get  anywhere,  I thought.  Too 
badd  he  didn’t  take  his  time  dying. 

A few  days  before  Bill  died,  Kathie 
and  I visited  him  at  St.  Luke’s.  His  skin 
and  eyes  were  yellow.  Propped  up  in  his 
hospital  bed,  he  looked  like  a Day  Of  The 
Dead  skeleton  except  for  his  transcendent 
trademark  belly,  which  was  killing  him. 
He  asked  for  my  silver  Irish  Claddagh 
ring.  I took  it  off  my  finger  and  gave  it  to 
him  but  I didn’t  let  him  keep  it.  The  ring 
was  a significant  gift  from  Kathie,  who  was 
standing  right  there...  "You  know  how  it  is, 
Bill,"  and  he  did,  leaving  me  with  the 
memory  of  his  snaggly  smile. 

A few  weeks  later  I was  up  on  stage 
with  Cousin  Mike,  at  Bill’s  wake,  singing 
to  a Bo  Diddley  tune  (Cousin  Mike  on 
guitar): 

Bill  E.  Badd  Bill  E.  Badd 
have  you  heard? 

You’ve  been  dead 
since  November  the  third 
The  North  Mission  News 
never  paid  you  a dime 
Forcing  you  to 
live  a life  of  crime... 

When  I first  met  Bill  in  1986  I was 
editing  an  underground  rag  called  Dead- 
beat. Bill,  as  "Bill  E.  Badd",  was  writing 


an  outrageous  semiliterate  barbarian 
fauve  column  for  the  even  raggier  North 
Mission  News.  I published  a few  of  his 
things  in  Deadbeat.  The  last  issue,  #9, 
came  out  in  November  1988,  just  before 
Bill  died.  I never  got  a chance  to  show  it 
to  him.  By  February  1989  "Frank  Dead- 
beat" had  replaced  Bill  E.  Badd  as  geek- 
writer-in-residence  at  the  North  Mission 
News. 

Now  called  the  New  Mission  News  ~ 
a bit  more  respectable,  but  not  much  - it's 
still  being  published  and  I’m  still  writing 
for  it,  with  consistently  uneven  results. 
Some  of  these  samples  [in  THE  BOOK 
OF  THE  DEADBEIAT]  are  my  favorites 
because  they’re  about  Bill,  more  or  less; 
others,  because  I think  he  would  have 
liked  them  - even  the  ones  I wrote  during 
my  William  Burroughs  phase. 

Originally  published  between  1989 
and  1994,  the  contents  are  arranged  here 
more  or  less  by  month, 
from  March  to  March,  St.  Patrick’s  Day  to 
St.  Patrick’s  Day,  to  form  the  illusion  of 
one  year  --  a ring  see?  Part  of  the  reason 
I’ve  put  this  thing  together  is  to  assuage 
my  lingering  guilt  over  not  giving  Bill  that 
fucking  Claddagh.  Like  all  Claddagh 
rings  (made  in  County  Galway),  it 
depicted  a heart  held  by  two  hands,  sur- 
mounted by  a crown.  The  heart  repre- 
sents love;  the  hands,  friendship;  the 
crown  on  top  of  the  heart,  loyalty.  It  was 
stolen  three  years  later,  along  with  my 
stash.  You  know  how  it  is,  Bill. 


RAINBOW 

GROCERY 

I NCOBPORATEO 


1899  MISSION  ST.  (AT15TH) 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94103 


OUTSTANDING 
SELECTION  OF 
ORGANICALLY 
GROWN  FRUITS 
AND 

VEGETABLES 

AT 

AFFORDABLE 

PRICES 


MSCOUNTS 
ON  MOST  CASE  OR 
BULK  ITEM  PURCHASES 

THE  STORE 

store  hours  mon^sat  9KX>  - 8:30 
sun.  10KX)  - 8:30 

phone  (415)863-0620 


CASA  VALENCIA 


Furnished  rooms  for  rent  in  the 
sunny  Mission. 

Full  time  manager. 

Laundry  rooms. 

Close  to  shopping  and  all  forms  of 
public  transportation.  All  utilities 
included,  except  telephone. 

Staff  on  duty  24  hours. 


For  more  information  call  552-0825 


ROUND  WORLD 
MUSIC  REVIEW 


by  Robert  Leaver 


SON  & CHANGUI 

Two  essential  styles  of  Cuban 
music,  the  son  and  thec/ia/igui,  come  from 
the  eastern  part  of  the  island  of  Cuba.  The 
changui  comes  from  the  province  of 
Guantanamo,  whereas  the  son  originated 
in  Oriente,  in  Santiago  de  Cuba.  In  both 
styles,  the  instrumentation  is  similar:  They 
both  use  a tres  guitar  as  the  principal 
melodic  instrument  and  originally  fea- 
tured th emarimbula  (a  marimba  that  car- 
ries the  bass  line  - later  replaced  by  the 
upright  bass  in  the  son)  as  well  as  the 
bongo , which  leads  the  rhythm  section 
composed  of  maracas,  clave  and,  in  the 
changui,  the  distinctive  metal  scraper.  Of 
course,  vocals  are  of  prime  importance 
and  generally  consist  of  a lead  sonero  (a 
singer  who  can  sing  the  standards  and 
improvise  on  the  spot)  and  a chorus  of  two 
or  more  who  engage  in  a call-and- 
response  and  build  the  music  to  a peak 
with  competing  coros  (chorus  vocals). 

The  son  and  the  changui  developed  in 
the  late  19th  and  early  20th  centuries  from 
a synthesis  of  Afro-Cuban,  Spanish, 
French  and  Creole  elements,  the  first 
popular  form  of  music  in  America  to  fea- 
ture such  predominant  African-based 
drumming  and  percussion.  While  changui 
was  popular  in  the  working-class  barrios, 
it  was  the  son  that  took  Cuban  music  to 
the  world.  The  septetos  formed  in  the  ’20s, 
adding  the  trumpet  as  a featured  solo  in- 
strument. Groups  like  Septeto  Nacional 
and  Trio  Matamoros  took  the  son  to  the 
Americas;  and  the  song  "Manicero,"  or 
"the  Peanut  Vendor,"  solidified  the  son  as 
a commercially  viable  popular  music. 
Through  the  ’30s,  the  son  flourished;  in 
the  ’40s,  a second  trumpet  was  added  to 


form  the  "conjunto."  At  the  same  time,  the 
big  bands  were  forming  in  New  Y ork;  and 
by  the  ’50s,  large  orchestras  such  as 
Machito  and  his  Afro-Cubans  enter- 
tained the  masses  with  the  "mam bo. n 

While  the  smaller,  more  traditional 
groups  enjoyed  local  popularity,  they 
could  not  compete  with  the  big  bands. 
After  the  Cuban  revolution,  the  develop- 
ment of  Cuban  music  in  America  and 
Cuba  took  different  paths.  In  Cuba,  the 
charanga  and  jazz  were  experimented 
with  and  there  was  support  for  folkloric 
groups;  by  the  ’70s  it  seemed  the  tradition- 
al son  was  a dying  music.  Ancient  groups 
like  Septeto  Nacional  continued  to  play 
but  more  as  historical  survivals.  Then,  a 
group  of  young  revolutionaries  without 
any  particular  musical  background 
decided  to  play  the  classic  sones  --  they 
called  themselves  Sierra  Maestra. 

Sierra  Maestra  brought  fresh  talent  to 
the  son,  and  over  time  they  became  solid 
musicians.  Now,  they  have  just  released  an 
incredible  CD,  Dundunbanza , on  U.K. 
label  World  Circuit  records.  Recorded 
last  summer  after  extensive  European 
touring,  this  is  perhaps  the  best  recording 
ever  done  of  the  son.  The  vocals  are  chill- 
ingly emotive,  with  soulful  leads  and 
powerful  coros.  The  tres  playing  is  bril- 
liant, and  the  bongocero  rips  the  rhythm 
around  as  this  band  shows  they  are  one 
tight  unit.  They  commence  with  a son  ver- 
sion of  the  Willie  Colon  salsa  classic, 
"Juana  Pena,"  and  do  four  superb  versions 
of  songs  by  Arsenio  Rodriguez  (the  blind 
Cuban  tres  player  who  created  modem 
Cuban  son  the  ’40s  and  ’50s  and  laid  the 
foundation  for  modern-day  salsa)  and  a 
few  other  classics.  Check  out  the  doo-wop 
vocal  coro  on  "Mi  Guajira  Son"  and  the 
bata  drum  break  at  the  end  of  "Chango  T a 


699  VALENCIA  ST.  ( AT  18TH ) 552-4429 


■ TOFU  BURRITOS  B 

WHOLE  WHEAT  TORTILLAS,  i§ 
gfjgROWN  RICE  AND  BLACK  BEANf§| 


FOOD  TO  GO 


Tacos-Burritos-Chile  Relleno 
Enchiladas-Came  Asada-Flautas 


OPEN  MON-SAT  10AM  TO  12PM 
SUNDAY  11AM  TO  10PM 
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Veni." 

If  you  are  interested  in  the  changui, 
there  is  a great  collection  on  the  Corason 
label  called  Ahora  Si,  Here  Comes  Chan- 
gui. Thirteen  tunes  from  five  different 
groups  recorded  in  a natural  setting  make 
this  a rare  collection  of  the  real  changui. 
Also,  the  same  label  brings  us  a sampler 
of  its  releases,  From  the  Heart,  featuring 
folk  musics  from  Cuba,  Mexico, 


Dominican  Republic,  Haiti,  Jamaica,  Bel- 
ize and  Martinique  — a generous  offering. 
The  label’s  Dominican  release,  Essential 
Merengue:  Stripping  the  Parrots , is  indeed 
essential  for  any  merengue  fans.  Finally, 
there  is  at  last  a CD  from  Cuba’s  Duo  Los 
Compadres  that  cannot  be  recommended 
highly  enough,  Llegaron  Los  Compadres. 
Ahora  Si! 


• African  art 

• Spiritual  Readings 

• Incenses 

• Candles 


• Baths 

1252  VALENCIA  BETWEEN  23RD  AND  24TH  STREETS 

San  Francisco/ CA  941  10 

telephone:  (415)  821-9127  


/ i 7 ^ < 


TYPESETTING  NOW  AVAILABLE 

Offset  Photography 

...  STATS 

Metal  Plate  Quality 

PRINTING 

We  do  our  own  camera-work 
and  specialize  in  2-color  jobs 

539  VALENCIA  ST. 

626-6767 


NOW  FACTORY  DIRECT  READY  MADE  FRAMES 


FOR  ALL  YOUR 
FRAMING  NEEDS 


• Custom  Framing  • Fine  Quality  Artwork 

• Instant  Framing  • Ready  Made  Frames 

• Wholesale  Metal  Frames 

• Do-lt-Yourselt  Framing 


FRAME 


Buy  Any  8x10  or  Larger  Ready  made  Frame 
and  Get  A FREE  5x7  Frame  (Includes  Glass  & Backing) 

Not  good  with  other  otters  • Present  coupon  when  ordenng 

Expires  Feb.  15-95 


DESNUDA  CON  ALCATRACES 


by  Diego  Rivera 

BACK  TO  THE  PICTURE  OUTLET: 

1722  Polk  Street  • San  Francisco 
(Between  Clay  & Washington) 

(415)  885-1376 


BACK  TO  THE  PICTURE  GALLERY: 

934  Valencia  St.  • San  Francisco 
(Between  20th  & 21st  Sts.) 

(415)  826-2321 


★★★★★★★★★★★★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ * * 
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MEXICAN  GRILLS 


US’ 
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ASJORTM  ENT  OF  FRUIT  DRINKS  & BEER^j 


% 17TH  ST.  & VALENCIA  • SF 


I 

i 


431*3351 


3071  16TH  5T.  * 5F 
864*8840 
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EL  TORO 
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I 

I 

Mr 
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